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INTRODUCTION. 



Although the Sermons and Addresses contained in this 
volume have an interest quite irrespective of the cir- 
cumstances under which they were delivered, yet many 
at a distance, into whose hands they will come, may 
like to know something of their history. The statement 
which follows was circulated here, just before the com- 
mencement of the Reading Mission : — 

« DIOCESAN MISSIONS. 

^'The Missions which are held from time to time in this 
" Diocese, for the awakening and stirring up, by God's grace, 
'< the hearts of men to repentance and holiness, through the 
^' more frequent preaching of the Gospel of Christ, and ad- 
'' ministration of the other means of grace, are conducted 
« Ihus : 

<< 1. — ^Each one of the Clergy of the town and neighbouav 
" hood where the Mission is held, is invited by the Bishop 
" to join in this work by opening his Church, and by taking 
" his part in the Services. 
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" 2. — He is further requested to state the nature and 
" number of the Services he wishes to have in his own Church, 
" with the hours at which they are to be held, and whether 
" he desires to conduct them himself, ^r to be aided by the 
" Bishop or any of the Clergy who have promised assistemce, 
'^ a list of whose names is sent to him, so far as they can at 
" first be ascertained. 

" 3. — He is also requested to suggest to the Bishop the 
" names of any other Clergymen likely to give valuable aid 
" to the Mission, to be added to this list. 

" The co-operation of each beneficed Clergyman (with his 
" curates) within the circle embraced by each Mission having 
" thus been sought, he is free to decline aU participation in 
" it, should he deem it best for the interests of his flock that 
" the direct work of the Mission should not include himself, 
" or hi^ Church, or Parish.*' 



" MISSION SERVICES. 

" Inasmuch as no abiding blessing can rest wpon these Ser- 
" vices without the aid of the Holy Spirit, the prayers of aU 
*^ those who take an interest in them are earnestly desired, and 
" their special intercessions to the Lord Jesus Christ that His 
" word may not return unto Him void. 

"NoTX. — As the Bishop will hold his Lent Ordination, and will con- 
** firm on several occasions during the Mission, your attention is specially 
" directed at this time to the Ordination and Confirmation Services of our 
•* Church, 

*' It is particularly requested that during these Services all Sittings shall 
'* be considered /ree (except on the SundayisX and that all persons intending 
** to occupy their own Pews or Sittings should attend early." 
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The Missions to -which this paper refers have been 
held in different years, the first at Banbury, the second 
at Henley-on-Thames, the third at Buckingham, and this, 
the fourth, at Beading ; each including in its range a wide 
circle of neighbouring parishes and churches. The fol- 
lowing list of the services here will give some idea of 
the nature and character of the work generally : — 

'* Holy Communion will be celebrated daily in Heading, 
'^ with an Address to the Communicants, at 8 o*clock a.m. : 
" at St. Mary's on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday ; at St. 
" Giles' on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday ; and also on 
" the Sundays at both Churches, at noon. 

" Morning Prayer with Sermon daily at St. Giles', at 
11 a.m. 

" Evening Prayer with Sermon daily at St. Mary's, at 
8 p.m. 

" The Bishop will address Communicants only, at the 
" Lecture Hall of the St. Giles' Church-of-England Society, 
" on Saturday, February 25th, at 6 p.m. The Bishop will 
'' hold a Conference in the same Hall, with the Clergy and 
" Laity of Beading and its neighbourhood, on Saturday, 
'^ March 3d, at 2 p.m. ; and on Sunday, March 4th, he will 
'^ hold his Lent Ordination in St. Mary's Church, at 11 a.m. 

Two of the churches in Beading, and thirty- one 
churches in the neighbourhood, were opened for these 
special services, in which thirty-seven clergymen took part 
as preachers, viz. : — 



The Lord Bishop of Oxfobd. 
The Lord Bishop of London. 
The Lord Bishop of Lincoln, 
The Dean of WEsrHiNSTEB. 



Archdeacon Bickersteth. 
Archdeacon Bandall. 
The Warden of All Souls'. 
Bev. Canon Stanley. 
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Bev. W.F. Addison. 


Bev. J. Lawrbtj- 


Bey. J. H. AnirsTBONa. 


Bev. J. £. Austen Lbiob. 


Bev. A. Blomfield. 


Bev. B. MiLM AN. 


Bev. J. S. Blukt. 


Berv. D. MooRB. 


Bev. H. W. Burrows. 


Bev. H. Pearson. 


Bev. W. Butler*. 


Bev. Sir G. Prevobt, Bart. 


Bev. U. C. Calvbblet. 


Bev. J. Biddeij.. 


Bev. T. T. Carter. 


Bev. W. BoMANis. 


BdV. T. L. ClAUOHTON. 


Bev. H. H. SwiNNY. 


Bev. C. J. P. Eyre. 


Bev. A. W. Thorold. 


Bev. T. V. FosBERT. 


Bev. F. Trench. 


Bev. W. B. Fremantle. 


Bev. C. Warner. 


Bev. A. Hagkman. 


Bev. W. F. Wtt.berforce. 


Bev. J. HoRRE. 


Bev. J. B. Woodford. 


Bev. H. Lanphier. 





The vdtness borne to the happy results of the three 
first Missions, by those best qualified to judge, was 
very encouraging; and we have now good reason to 
hope that an equal blessing has been gnmted to this 
last. The meeting held on the first day, for commu- 
nicants, gave the tone to the whole Mission. The solemn 
address of the Bishop, while it encouraged those present 
to make a full use of the abundant means of grace now 
offered, waxned them also of the dangers of a mere 
transient excitement. And accordingly, through the 
week which followed, when frequently the churches were 
thronged in an unexampled manner, and new voices were 
heard in our pulpits addressing in stirring words the 
assembled people, there was an earnest solemnity and 
quietness among them which even strangers could hardly 
have failed to remark. 
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The issues of any such work as this, must needs be, in 
a great measure, hidden. Its effects on the hearts and 
consciences of men can never be laid in detail before 
others. We believe that we can reckon among its ob- 
vious results the growth of a more kindly, trustful, 
and charitable spirit amongst us. There has been a 
marked increase in the number of communicants ; I speak 
with more especial reference to this parish; and a far 
better attendance at some of the week-day services; and 
we doubt not that its good effects will, by God*s blessing, 
be of an enduring nature, and that the seed thus sown 
will continue to bring forth much fruit. A sense of the 
great value of the mission has certainly remained be- 
hind, leading a number of the laity to join in sending the 
following Address of thanks to the Bishop for having held 
it here ; and as numbers of Dissenters attended our ser- 
vices, so the Address bears the names, not alone of Church- 
men, but of Dissenters also. 

" To the Right Bev. the Lord Bishop of Oxford. 

" My Lord, — ^We, the undersigned inhabitants of Heading, 
" are unwilling that a time, which has been so signally marked 
" by the oelebratjon of Special Services in Be^uling, should 
'^paas whpUy away without sending to your Lordship the 
" expression of our deep and heartfelt thankfulness for the 
^ opportunity afforded to so laige a number of all classes of 
" the inhabitants of this town of uniting together in public 
" prayer and praise to God — of having our hearts stirred up 
" by words of warning and encouragement so powerfully and 



xn INTRODUCTION. 

" aflFectionately enforced — and for bringing to us all the 
" means of grace with a frequency and fulness, such as can 
" but seldom- be granted to us. We cannot believe that the 
" call, so impressively urged on all, will have been altogether 
" rejected, but rather that it will, through the influence of the 
" Holy Spirit, be effectual in awakening the slumbering, in 
" strengthening the weak, and in conlBlrming the wavering, 
" so that they may be enabled to say with * Paul the aged,' 
" ^ I know in whom I have believed,' and to rejoii^e in the 
*' love of Christ, whereby they may look forward with full 
" assurance of hope to ' the crown of righteousness laid up 
" for all those who love His appearing.' 

" We desire also to offer, through your Lordship, our 
" thankful acknowledgments to the Bishops of London and 
" Lincoln, and to the other clergymen, who gave their most 
^^ kind and valuable co-operation in the ministeri|il work of 
" those Mission Services. 

" We humbly pray that He, from whom comes every good 
" and perfect gift, may give to your Lordship power in future 
" years again and again to renew these occasions of admo- 
" nition and comfort. May He crown with success your 
" earnest and unsparing efforts for the advancement of true 
" religion, and of the knowledge of our only Lord and Saviour 
" Jesus Christ. 

'^Beading, March 1860." 

THE BISHOP OF OXFORD'S BEPLY. 

«' Stoke Park, April lOth, 1860. 

" My dear Friends, — I have received your address with 
" the highest gratification ; and I thank you for it with all 
"my heart. 

" Your belief that through God's mercy we have been 
" permitted to advance His glory and the good of souls, and 
" to promote the blessed end of increasing brotherly love 
" amongst His people^ fills me with joy ; and it will, I know 
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" well, rejoice those of my brethren who were permitted to 
" join in our special services when I convey your message to 
« them. 

" To myself those services were full of refreshment and 
" encouragement ; and I shall rejoice if we are able at some 
" future time to enjoy together again such special means of 
" grace — again to dwell together in the contemplation of the 
" great love of our Lord and Saviour. 

" May Gk)d be pleased for Jesus Christ's sake to accept 

" and bless these and all our endeavours to promote His 

"glory. That His special olessing may rest on you your- 

" selves, on your families, and your fellow-parishioners, is the 

^ earnest prayer of your affectionate friend and chief pastor 

" in the Lord, 

« S. OXON." 

This little volume is the result of an application also 
made by some of the laity of Reading to the Bishop, offer- 
ing to bear the expense of publishing a selection from 
the sermons preached here during the Mission. 

There has been considerable difficulty in meeting 
their wishes. It was found impossible to recover more 
than one of the Bishop's sermons, owing to their having 
been preached from notes. This one of his which is given 
was fortunately taken down by a very careful reporter. 
As regards the sermons of others, some could not be had 
for a like reason, and the necessity which restricted the 
size and price of the book has excluded many others. If 
it had been possible to publish the whole series it would 
have been for many reasons more gratifying. Tbe Suffi- 
ciency OF Christ was the subject of all, as will be seen 
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by their titles given below.* It is a theme on which man 

at his highest and best can speak but with stammering 

tongue, yet, ever longing and praying to know Him better, 

and to magnify Him more, His Church rejoices to set Him 

forth always, by all means, as the centre of life and light 

to the world which He has redeemed. 

T. V. F. 
Si, Giles* Vicarage, Beading^ 

June 1860. 



* SSBMOKS P&KAOHED IN READING DURING THB MISSION. 



Christ's Call. 
Christ's Call Beieotod. 
Christ in His Word. 
Christ's Forbearance with Sinners. 
Christ in His Ministers. 
Chrises Welcome to the Penitent. 
Christ in His Sacraments. 
Christ the Advocate of His People. 
Christ's Tenderness to the Weak. 
Christ the Dispenser of Spiritual 
Gifts. 



Christ the Strength of the Tempted. 
Christ the Bond of Union to His 

People. 
Christ's Sympathy with His Own. 
Christ the Portion of His People. 
Christ's Crown for His Faithtul. 
Christ's Ministers the Salt of the 

Earth. 
Standing Fast in Christ. 



THE FORBEARANCE OF CHRIST. 



A SERMON 

PREACHED BY THE RIGHT REV. THE LORD BISHOP 

OF LINCOLN. 



Luke, xiz. 41, 412. 



** And when He was come near^ He beheld' ffie citi/y and 

wept over it, 
^^ Sayingy If thou hadst knonm, even thou, at least in this 

Ay day J the things which belong unto tliy pea4)e ! but 

now they are hid from thine eyes^V 

The highest conceivable instance of God's love to us is,, 
that He gave His only-begotten Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins. He who, being himself very God, was from 
all eternity with God, for our sakes and for our salvation 
was made man, and took upon Him the weakness and 
sufferings of humanity. But, though become very man. 
He was still very God, nor lost in His low estate any of 
the perfections of His divinity ; though on earth, He was 
still in heaven; though not yet fifty years old, and the 
child of Mary of Nazareth, he was before the birth of 
Abraham; though made like ignorant and fallible man, 
He knew the heart, and read and answered thoughts; 
though compassed with infirmity, He was still omnipotent ; 
though in all points tempted like as we are, yet was He 

B 
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mthout sin, and infinitely holy. His character, as He 
lived on earth, harmonised with the perfections of Deity, 
though fjBu: above the highest attainments of human virtue. 
As God made man, His holiness was consistent with His 
claims : but it is contrary both* to reason and experience 
that a mere mortal could have lived and died like Jesus. 

Love is one of the attributes which thus assimilates, as 
it were, His human nature with His divine, proving by 
the perfection of the one the coexistence of the other. 
Love . brought Him down from the throne of God to be 
made man for us ; and love, far surpassing human love, 
&hone through His character as man, and, infinite and 
unquenchable as it was, declared Him to be God manifest 
in the flesh. It was this love which led Him about doing 
good ; which rendered Him unwearied in works of mercy, — 
healing the sick, cleansing lepers, restoring sight to the 
blind, raising the dead, and preaching the Gospel to the 
poor ; which filled his eyes with tears as He stood by the 
grave of Lazarus, and prompted the prayer, even in the 
agonies of death, "Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do." 

Happy and ennobling belief, brethren, that we are re- 
deemed by Love incarnate j And yet, like all other divine 
truths, when grasped by our feeble intellects and perverse 
wills, a belief not without its perils ; for slothful, sin- 
loving man will think (or assume, almost without thinking) 
that as the Saviour's love has no bounds, so His forbearance 
has no limits ; that the All-merciful may threaten, but will 
never punish; and that, live we as we may, the Divine 
Goodness will devise some means to save all men at the 
last. 

It is a most important subject, then, on which I anx 
to speak to you to-night — Christ's forbearance with sin- 
ners ; and one bearing most directly on the meditations, the 
penitence and the resolutions of Lent. And I know not 
how it can be more clearly illustrated on both its sides, than 
by the narrative from which I have taken my text. 

It exhibits a remarkable instance of forbearing love, 
neither checked by opposition nor chilled by ingratitude. 



THB FOBBEAEAKCE OF CHBIST. 3 

Jesus Christ had nearly finished His ministiy on earth. 
He had toiled four years incessantly in works of charity; 
He had heen unwearied in proclaiming to rich and poor 
the good tidings of the kingdom of heaven, ctnd in teaching 
them hy precept and example how to live as members and 
inheritors of it; He had declared^ himself the Messiah, 
their Saviour and King, and had proved His claim hy 
innumerable miracles of superhuman power and love. Yet 
He had met with little but opposition, insult, and scorn. 
By the mass of His countrymen His mission was dis- 
believed. Some followed Him for a time, 6tnd then fell 
off; others persecuted Him with determined rancour, 
watched His words, tempted Him with artful questions, 
and were even now taking counsel how they might put 
Him to death. A few only had believed on Him — humble, 
for the most part, and illiterate men : and of these some 
dared not confess Him at all, for fear of the Jews ; one 
betrayed Him to His enemies; and the others were so 
timid and faithless, that when the time of trial afterwards 
came, they all forsook Him and fled. For a moment, 
indeed, the tide of popular favour seemed to have turned. 
From Bethphage and Bethany He had advanced towards 
Jerusalem in a kind of triumphal procession : meek, and 
sitting on the colt of an ass, according to the ancient 
prediction, He was attended by multitudes, spreading their 
garments and strawing branches of trees in the way, and 
hailing Him as the promised Messiah, while they cried, 
"saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is He 
that Cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest." But He, who knew what was in man, was not 
deceived. These acclamations were but for an hour, and 
would soon be exchanged for shouts of ** Crucify Him, 
Crucify Him." The day of His sufferings was drawing 
near ; the scene lay even now before Him. Descending 
from the Mount of Olives, He looked upon the beautiful 
city, now in the full splendour of prosperity, and which, in 
more troubled times, extorted the admiration even of the 
Boman conqueror. Rising from the midst of a plain, its 
buildings covered the hill-sides in many a tier ; and above 
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all, spreadiDg to the very brink of a sheer precipice, stood 
the stately temple, glittering in the sunbeams with marble 
and gold. It was a sight to delight and exhilarate. But 
Jesus wept. He saw beyond the scene before Him, and 
His thoughts rested on the terrible future. There was 
the Lord s vineyard. His chosen city, the head of His own 
peculiar people. All had been done for it that could be 
done; yet still, when He looked for grapes, it brought 
forth wild grapes. Set apart for the worship of Jehovah, 
the Jews had run madly after idols. Warned by miracles, 
and taught by prophets, they had disregarded these and 
stoned the others. For mercies they had returned ingra- 
titude, and, after deliverance, had rushed back into sin. 
And even after the Babylonish captivity, when idolatry was 
no longer their snare, they had substituted a form of 
worship for the service of the heart, and the traditions of 
men for the commandments of God ; while, by following 
the interpretation of their own carnal desires, they had 
obscured the promises of Jehovah, and blinded their own 
eyes with a mist of prejudice and pride. And therefore 
they knew it not, when the Lord whom they sought came 
suddenly to His temple. ** He came unto His own ; and 
His own received Him not."* They persecuted Him whom 
God had sent ; and in a few days they were about to fill 
up the measure of their iniquities by crucifying the Lord 
of life, and to pronounce their own sentence by calling 
down His blood upon themselves and upon their children. 
That blood, and all the righteous blood which they had 
shed, was now to be required of this generation. The 
storm of vengeance was already gathering over the devoted 
city. There were to be a few more years of restless peace, 
and then our Lord's prediction was to be accomplished: 
'* The days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall 
cast a trench about thee and compass thee round, and 
keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even with 
the ground, and thy children within thee ; and they shall 
not leave in thee one stone upon another." There was to 
'*be great tribulation, such as was not since the begin- 

* John, L 11« 
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ning of the world to that time, no, rior ever shall be." * 
The sword of the enemy without was to he outdone in 
cruelty by the dagger of faction within : famine in its most 
hideous form would waste those the war had spared, and a 
loathsome pestilence would dog the heels of famine. Not 
till they were weary with carnage would the Romans 
become masters of the ruined city; and the miserable 
remnant of its inhabitants, sold into slavery till masters 
could scarce be found to purchase them, were to be scat- 
tered into all lands, and there remain, distinct amidst 
those with whom they mingled — a living monument to all 
the world of the justice and veracity of God. All this our 
Saviour knew was impending over the beautiful city which 
He now beheld. He had come to save its children ; but 
they would none of Him. They had rejected Him. They 
were His enemies, His persecutors. His murderers. Yet 
" He wept over it, saying. If thou hadst known, even thou, 
at least in this thy day, the things that belong to thy 
peace ! but now they are hid from thine eyes." 

But why, then, we may ask, did He not save the city, 
which even in its rebellion He had not ceased to love ? 
Why spend His tears in unavailing pity, when He had 
the power to avert the misery which He foresaw ? Because 
— and it is this truth which the passage before us so 
forcibly presses upon us — because the mercy of God does 
not impede His justice — because Christ's forbearance has 
its limits — because even love itself will not arrest the 
blow, when the day of righteous retribution is fully come. 
Had our Saviour not been infinitely just, as well as infi- 
nitely merciful, He had not been God. Jerusalem had 
had her trial. ** Since the day that their fathers came 
forth out of the land of Egypt unto this day, God had even 
sent unto them all His servants the prophets, daily rising 
up early and sending them ; yet they hearkened not." He 
had instructed them by suffering and chastisement; but 
they would not be taught. " Last of all, He had sent 
unto them His Son, saying. They will reverence my Son. 
But when the husbandmen " of the Lord's vineyard '* saw 

* Matt. xxiv. 21. 
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the Son, they said among themselves, This is the heir ; 
come, let us kill Him, and let us seize on His inherit- 
ance." * Their time of trial was now over, and the day 
of vengeance was come. '' Jerusalem, Jerusalem,** ex- 
claimed our Lord to the long-spared, hut still rehellious 
city, *' thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not ! Behold, your house 
is left unto you desolate."! 

The first lesson, then, which we are to learn from the 
passage we have heen considering is, that, infinite as are 
the forbearing mercy and the love of God, yet He will 
not spare those who, notwithstanding His mercy, continue 
impenitent. And the second (which follows as conclusively 
from the words of the text) is, that He will assuredly spare 
those who know betimes the things which belong unto their 
peace. Let us beseech the Almighty's blessing, as we 
proceed to dwell a little upon these two points. 

I. The history of the Jews is a type,' as it wer^, of 
God's dealings with us as Christians. We may look into 
' it and learn His character, what we ought to do for Him^ 
and how He will treat us according to our behaviour. He 
redeemed them from bondage : He has redeemed ud from 
one far worse. He chose them for a peculiar people then : 
we are His peculiar people now. He called them to 
Himself by miracles of fnercy : His mercy towards us is 
infinitely more wonderful. As He would often have 
gathered the children of Jerusalem together, ** even as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings," so He is 
daily stretching forth the hand of invitation to us, and 
still too often to a disobedient and a gainsaying people. 
The love of God, indeed, to us is a boundless theme, 
beyond expression and beyond thought. Though we are 
rebels against His laws, and return frequent ingratitude 
for His unceasing gopdness, yet He not only " maketh His 
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain 

* Matt xxi. 87, 38. t Matt xxiii. 37. 
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on the just and on the unjust,"* hut He *'will have all 
men to he saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth." t He willeth not the death of a sinner, hut that 
he should turn from his wickedness and live. And that 
His mercy may pardon us, while His justice is vindicated 
hy the punishment of sin. He has freely given His only- 
hegotten Son to he made man for us, and has laid on Him 
the iniquities of us all. Having reconciled the world unto 
Himself by the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, He offers 
pardon and everlastiug life to all who turn to Him in 
true repentance, with a lively faith in His well-beloved 
Son. And, knowing the weakness of our nature — that we 
can neither believe as we ought, nor bring forth the fruits 
of a living faith — He promises to all who ask, the aid of 
His Eternal and Almighty Spirit. All, therefore, has been 
done for our salvation which love could conceive or power 
execute. Of us God might ask, as of the Jews of old, 
'* What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I 
have not done in it?"^ 

But this is not all. He has not only provided a way 
of safety for us, but He deigns repeatedly to invite us 
to be saved. He calls us by His providence. Misfor- 
tunes teach us the instability of worldly things; their 
vanity is proved to us by the disappointment which at- 
tends even on success. Accidents and sickness arrest 
our careless security, and bid us work while it is yet 
day ; while the death of friends, and the sudden sum- 
monses of others to the eternal world, speaking still more 
plainly, warn us to learn even in this our day the things 
which belong unto our peace. God calls us, too, by His 
word. By the pens of inspired men He has revealed His 
will to us, and made known to us the terms of eternal 
life. These Holy Scriptures contain all that it is neces- 
sary for us to know, and ** are able to make us wise unto 
salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All 
scripture," we read, " is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

* Matt.v. 46. f ] Tim. ii. 4. 

I Isa. V. 4. 
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instruction in righteousness ; that the man of God may he 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works."* So 
that for ignorance we can have no excuse ; nor for inat- 
tention. Whom would they attend to, who attend not to 
God speaking in His word ? ** If they hear not Moses 
and the prophets," said our hlessed Lord, speaking of the 
Scriptures only of the Old Testament, " neither will they 
he persuaded though one rose from the dead."t God 
calls us too hy His ministers. As He sent His servants 
the prophets to the Jews, so He speaks to us hy His 
accredited ministers, whom He has commanded to " preach 
the word ; to he instant in season, out of season ; to re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine." J 
We are bound, according to the ability given unto us, to 
declare unto you the whole counsel of God ; we are hound 
to warn the wicked and instruct the ignorant; we are 
hound to invite, to urge, all men to he saved: for He, 
" who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation ; to wit, that 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them ; and hath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you 
by us : we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to 
God. For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin ; that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him." § 

But, indeed, brethren, need we go beyond the pages of 
our own personal history to read there a revelation of the 
divine, forbearance towards sinners ? What a mystery is the 
retrospect of a life ! How humbling to man ! how teeming 
with the mercies of Godl Carry your thoughts back, 
brethren ; return to the scenes of your childhood, and revisit, 
if you may, the haunts of your youth. Call up around you, 
as best you can, the influences and associations which 
moulded your mental and moral being, and under whose 
plastic but unfelt working you became what you are. Re- 

* 2 Tim. ill. 15, 16. + Luke, xvi. 81. 

X 2 Tim. iv. 2. § 2 Cor. v. 18-21. 
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tnember the gentle lessons of home and early life — a 
father's precepts, a mother's prayer ; examples made more 
persuasive by affection, and wisdom guiding you by the 
reins of reverence and love. Count up the companions of 
your youth, some whose friendship has survived to cheer 
and encourage you still ; others, whose waywardness and 
folly have set them as beacons to warn you from their ship- 
wreck ; others, whose early summons to the unseen world 
spoke to you with a voice which startled and impressed you 
then, even though you let its echo die away. Hecollect the 
strong sweet pleadings of God's grace within you, when 
from time to time a sentence of scripture, or a sermon, or 
a chance word, or a passing incident, or a disappointment 
or sorrow, struck the master chord of your soul and every 
string answered ; and for a time the real truths of your 
being* were trtUhs to you ; and you saw somewhat as indeed 
they are, sin, and the Saviour, and life, and death, and 
eternity ; and there were solemn resolutions, and earnest 
struggling prayers, and tears for the past, and buoyant hopes 
for the future ; and the Bible became the oracle of God to 
you, answering the anxious questions of yeur heart; and you 
felt the beauty of holiness in the prayers and praises of the 
congregation ; and you knew the grace and comfort of the 
sacraments, and somewhat of the joy and peace of believing. 
And now, turn with me from all this machinery of God's 
forbearing love,— all these acts of His spiritual husbandry — 
to our own cold, dull, barren hearts, and worldly, selfish 
lives. Let us remember how little we marked and valued 
the blessings, and privileges, and influences for good, 
which He had set at work around us ; how slow we have 
been to follow His leadings ; how perverse in turning our 
ears from the pleading voice within. How quickly have 
impressions — even those cut most sharply by sorrow — 
been obliterated, as the tide of occupation or amusement 
flowed over them ! How have good resolutions melted in 
the heat of temptation, or have been forgotten even before 
temptation came ! Nay, how wilfully have we resisted the 
strivings of God's grace within us ; now closing our eyes 
to the truth and hurrying blindly to the forbidden sin ; now 
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sliuttiDg it out by some- poor thin excuse, whicli could 
never have deceived us had we not wished to be deceived ! 
And some sins, maybe, we have suffered to harden into 
habits ; or worldliness and selfishness may have benumbed 
the pulse and life of our religion ; or at some crisis of the 
soul's probation, when it had to choose deliberately between 
self and God, we may have wilfully sinned, and a gulf opened 
between the soul and its Saviour, and the childlike spirit 
was lost, and we have been hiding from God in sullen 
impenitence, or the self-sought sophistries of a partial 
unbelief. 

You know your own hearts, brethren, I do not ; but I 
appeal to each one, confident of your confession : lias not 
God our Saviour dealt forbearingly with you? Has He 
not mercifully borne with your dullness, your waywardness, 
your ingratitude ? Might He not many a time, and justly, 
have set the final term to your probation, and summoned you 
before Him, fresh from some daring sin or slumbering in 
the torpor of worldliness — impenitent, and therefore un- 
pardoned ? Might He not have allowed a spiritual blind- 
ness to settle on you, and given you over to that earnest of 
hell on earth, hardness of heart and contempt of God's 
word and commandments ? But He has spared you. He 
has given you time for repentance. He is offering you 
repentance. He is speaking with you now. He would 
not — He would not that you should perish, but that you 
should be converted and live. He who wept over Jeru- 
salem is 'yearning over our poor, tempted, feeble, erring 
.souls. "If thou wouldest know, even thou, at least in thie 
thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace ! " 

Unhappily, brethren, there ajre those who know all this, 
with greater or less distinctness, and their knowledge is 
their snare and danger. They have experienced Christ's 
forbearance till they presume upon it ; and, because it has 
been so great, assume that it h^ no limits. They venture 
upon His goodness to procrastinate the day of repentance ; 
and even persuade themselves that a God of such love will 
not suffer them to perish, even should they die before the 
day of repentance comes. My dear brethren, this is a 
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dangeroos and unscriptural error. God is a God of justice 
as well as mercy. He is ** the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and 
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, 
and transgression, and sin," but He ** will by no means 
clear the guilty."* He would have you be saved; He 
invites you to be saved ; He entreats you to be saved ; but 
if you will not. He will assuredly punish you. Jesus loved 
Jerusalem. He wept over her. In sorrow and compassion 
He cried over her, ** If thou hadst known, even thou, at least 
in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace I " 
But she would not know. The sentence was past ; and even 
while He wept, the Saviour added, ** But now they are hid 
&om thine eyes." And thus the offers are repeated to you 
now. The Gospel is preached to you yet. You are invited 
to be reconciled to the God whom you have offended, 
through faith, and to find in reconciliation to Him and the 
oalm delight of His service that peace which the world 
cannot give. ** Behold, now is the accepted time I behold, 
now is the day of salvation ! " f But your time of probation 
may be nearly over. The day may be just at hand, when 
these things wiU be hid from your eyes. Even now, the 
angel of death may have received his mission, to summons 
any one of us to that realm where change is not, and re- 
pentance comes too late. And then, if we die without 
being iat peace with God, mercy gives place to justice ; even 
the cross itself becomes of no avail ; and He who wept over 
us when He would be x>ur Eedeemer, will himself condemn 
us as our Judge. 

Bemember this, then, ye who are too busy for religion, 
too gay, or too thoughtless. Seek, at least in this your 
day, the things which belong unto your peace. Pause, as 
those who are walking on the brink of eternity, and 
examine your footing. Ask whether you are safe ; whe- 
ther you have a well-founded hope of salvation through 
Jesus Christ; whether you are living (as according to 
your baptism and profession you should be) as children of 
God and heirs and expectants of heaven. You know you 
* Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. + 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
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are not. And therefore, while you are permitted, seek 
from Him, who still waits to he gracious, repentance, 
pardon, and a new spirit ; set yourselves in earnest, by the 
grace of God, to reform your lives, and rest unreservedly 
all your hopes on the infinite merits of your Redeemer, 
that, ** being justified by faith, you may have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ."* 

And not less earnestly would I point out the words 
before us to the serious consideration of those who, be- 
lieving repentance and some change of conduct necessary, 
yet postpone them on various excuses to some future time. 
Surely, my dear brethren, you are trifling with eternity and 
with God. Not only are you as liable to accident and sick- 
ness as others, and, therefore, live exposed hourly to the 
stroke of death, but you are living in sin without even the 
poor excuse of ignorance. You know what you ought to do, 
but delay to do it ; and are, therefore, stifling conscience 
and grieving the Holy Spirit. And remember that, though 
forgiveness is offered to all who repent and believe, yet 
repentance and faith are themselves the gift of God ; and 
He does not give them to those who continue wilfully and 
deliberately to put them from them. On the contrary, 
grace misused is gradually withdrawn. ** Whosoever hath 
not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath." t 
The conscience becomes callous; the moral sense dim; 
habits of sin grow stronger; religious truth, known but 
not acted upon, exercises daily less and less influence on 
the heart ; a judicial blindness, such as that of the Jews, 
is the result ; and thus, if you *' will not know, in this 
your day, the things which belong unto your peace," even 
before death -shall have closed the scene of your earthly 
trial, they may *• be hid" for ever " from your eyes." 

II. But the text contains, not warning only, but con- 
solation and encouragement. If it teaches that God will 
assuredly punish those who will not repent, it teaches also 
that those who do repent. He will assuredly pardon. 
What an instance of divine forbearance is this, — Christ 
weeping over Jerusalem ! It had ever been a rebellious 
♦ Bom. V. 1. ' + Matt xiii. 12. 
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city ; it had disregaxded and stoned those who from time 
to time were sent to it ; it still continued impenitent ; it 
had rejected Him, the Messiah, and even now was thirst- 
ing for His blood. Yet Jesus wept over it, and even 
Jerusalem might have been spared, if it would have known 
the things which belonged unto its peace. There was 
salvation, had it repented, even for that guilty city. 
Then what repentant sinner need despair ? And yet there 
are those who doubt the mercy of God in their own case ; 
and though they hate and struggle against their sin, feel 
as if still oppressed by the wratJ^ and judgment of God. 
I would not by a word, dear brethren — (if any such hear 
me now) — I would not by a word lighten your sense of 
the heinousness of sin : it deserves all the punishment 
which you can conceive or the Almighty inflict. But 
you must not dishonour God by robbing Him of any 
of His attributes. He is all-merciful as well as all-just ; 
you must not forget His mercy in your sense of His 
justice. He has already punished your sins in the person 
of Jesus Christ: why should -He not for His sake pardon 
you? Did not Jesus Christ come to save sinners? Is 
it not to repentant sinners that the promises of God 
are made? Is it not the weary and heavy-laden, the 
humble and broken-hearted, whom Jesus calls to Him to 
give them health and rest ? Do not rest satisfied, indeed, 
with your condition. I do not counsel that. Labour with 
prayer and watchfulness for deeper repentance, firmer 
faith, higher degrees of love and holiness, as earnestly as 
if you were fleeing by your own exertions from the wrath 
to come : but do not distrust God. And if you are tempted 
to doubt His mercy, think of Jesus weeping over Jeru- 
salem, willing — aye, oftentimes — to have gathered to Him- 
self even her rebellious children ; but they would not. 

It is on this forbearance, indeed, that we all depend. 
Sinners — if saved at all, we are saved by grace. Daily our 
failures of duty, our faults of omission and commission, the 
outbreaks of our corrupt nature still unsubdued within us, 
expose us to the Divine displeasure, and need fresh appli- 
cations to the throne of grace. ** It is of the Lord's 
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mercies,** we may say with the prophet, " that we are not 
eoDsumed, hecause His compassions fail not. They are new 
every morning: great is thy fiEuthfulness.*** And as we 
return day hy day to mourn our transgressions and implore 
their pardon, and plead our Lord's own words, '* Forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive th6m that trespass against us,** 
we may animate our faith and hope by the thought of our 
Redeemer weeping over Jerusalem. Those tears are a 
pledge to us of His forbearing love to sinners. They are 
a pledge to us that He will forgive those who repent ; for 
they were shed for those whom He would have forgiven 
had they repented. 

And let one more thou^t ever accompany this. Those 
tears were caused by sin. This, it is which compassed 
Jerusalem with foes, and " laid her even with the ground.*' 
This it is which robs the Saviour of the souls He came to 
save. This, the sin of our race, made Him a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief. As Christians, then, 
we must watchfully avoid sin. As Christ's disciples, we 
must hate what made Him weep. It is a mystery, smd 
passes comprehension, that the Creator of the world 
should thus deign to sympathise with His feeble crea- 
tures ; but it is a mystery of Scripture, and full of comfort 
and encouragement, that as our sin is His sorrow, so 
our obedience is His rejoicing ; and that while *• there is 
joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth," f in the 
humble, consistent life of a faithful disciple, our Redeemer, 
the eternal Son of God, ** sees of the travail of His soul, 
and is satisfied. "^ 

• Lam. iii. 22, 23. + Luke, xy. 7. 

J Isa. liii. 11. 
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" And Jesus said unto him^ Verily I say unto thee, 2b- 
day shalt thou be with me in Paradise.^ 

Our Lord's last words on the cfoss may fitly be compared 
to 83 many windows in His soul, through which we may 
reverently gaze in on Him, and out of which He looks on 
us. As on the one hand they reveal to us His last thoughts 
and purposes, before death smote Him, so out of them 
flashes on us the light that lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world, illumining with a very divine splendour 
His person, His work, His character, His office. 

In the words, for instance, which we are to consider 
now. He speaks as king. He was bom a king, and He 
dies one. The prerogative of pardoning whom He will 
He has bought with that blood, which even then flowed 
from Him; and so, before He died, He dismissed a son 
to glory. " And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me 
when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said 
unto him. To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise." 

Now, of the many aspects in which this incident may 
be considered, I shall take that which views in it the 
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I leave you, soon to fill you with my presence for ever,; 
The time is short. Bless God for your great deliverance,* 
and die trusting in Me." 

In conclusion, by way of fastening this subject with 
nails in a sure place, let me group round the three centres 
of doctrine, precept, and consolation, some of the blessed 
thoughts that rush in upon us as we ponder this history. 

As to doctrine, sinks there not into the deepest hearts 
of all of us the wonderful reality of the Saviour's love ? 
Because He loves, He saves. Because He loves much. 
He rejoices to save. His love is so self-forgetting, so full, 
so considerate, so tender. It was nothing to Him that He 
was in bitter anguish, and that the three hours' darkness 
was coming on. It was nothing to Him that this was but 
one soul, and that a thief's. Here was a guilty man 
craving mercy, and he should have mercy. Here was a 
lost soul asking for life, and it should live. With no 
grudged words gave He him that boon ; there was no stem 
rebuke for past ungodliness, no reluctant meting out of 
mercy from One who feared to be misunderstood in 
hastening to save. It was the last soul He could win by 
His earthly ministry, and He rejoiced over it with joy. 
The Christ who knew that that dying man, if not saved 
then, could never be saved, blessed His Father that He 
could take with Him to His glory the first-fruits of His 
cross. 

Again, the method of salvation for him was the same 
that it must be to us, even Faith. Under the images of 
the operations of the various bodily organs, Scripture loves 
to illustrate the approach through faith of the human soul 
to God. Sometimes it is by Xhojeet that we are to come, — 
** Come unto me." Sometimes by the ear, — " He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear." Sometimes by the mouth,--^ 
" He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth 
in me, and I in him." Sometimes by the eye, — " Look 
unto me and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth." It 
was by the look of faith that the thief lived. It was the 
first fulfilment of Christ's own prophecy, — " I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." 
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That sinful man looked upon Him whom he had pierced, 
and knew that he had pierced Him ; with all the strength 
of His heing, he drank into his soul the heavenly light 
that streamed from the cross. He could not come down 
to how hefore Christ in the dust of that self-ahasement 
where he wished to be ; he could only look and wonder, 
and hope and desire, and at last speak, and then have his 
life given him. 

My brethren, that must be our way of being saved, for 
there is no other. *'As Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." 

Again, let us observe God's independence of means* 
Scripture lays down two conditions for entering heaven. 
One is the gift of regeneration, — ** Except a man be 
bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." The 
other is personal holiness, — "Without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord." Now, by our systems of theology, 
there was no opportunity for either of these conditions 
being fulfilled. For, as to the former (of which the 
doer is ever the Divine Spirit), Scripture describes two 
methods by which commonly He is pleased to do it. 
Either by water in the Sacrament of Baptism, — ** Except a 
man be bom of water and the Spirit ;" or by God's word 
received into the heart, — " Being bom again. . . by the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." Yet here 
there was no water to be the outward sign of an invisible 
grace; nor was there a preaching of the word to strike 
home at his hardness. And as to holiness, he had no 
time to conquer sin, nor to grow up completely into the 
itnage of his Lord. Nevertheless, he was to be with 
Christ in Paradise when the sun set that day. My bre- 
thren, Christ is God. That is. He is independent of 
means, though commonly He uses them to stir us up to 
diligence, and faith, and prayer. Sometimes He does not 
use them, to make His mighty power to be known. He 
regenerated that soul, without water, without preaching, 
through the simple outshedding of His Holy Ghost. He, 
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who commenced His work, finisbed it also, in sanctifying 
him ; for did not he give him love in his mourning over 
his fellow's sin, and humility in his asking only to be 
remembered, and courage in his vindicating the Lord's 
innocence, and illumination of soul in that recognition of 
his Saviour? 

Once more, let us learn from him that there may be 
such things as sudden conversions in God's economy of 
-grace, though they be His extraordinary rather than His 
ordinary method ; that their being sudden does not neces- 
sarily prevent their being complete, though it makes them 
more conspicuous; and that the history of the Church, 
whether in the dying thief or in Saul of Tarsus, forbids 
our pronouncing them impossible, though we may believe 
them to be uncommon. God*s ways never have been 
man's ways, and they never will be. Therefore let us be 
very careful how, through neglecting carefully to study 
New Testament history, or vainly desiring to hold theories 
of our own about the safest way of conversion, we uncon- 
sciously entrench on thfe prerogatives of God, and so be 
dictating to Him how He is to save. 

Finally, the three crosses on Calvary are a most true 
parable of the World, the Church, and the Saviour. . The 
Saviour between them is equally manifested to both, but 
only accepted by one. To the one, He is the savour of 
life unto life ; to the other, the savour of death unto 
death ; and the one or the other is He to us here this 
day. Brethren, brethren, if you have not yet received 
Him into your hearts, I pray you draw near to Him while 
you may. Bo not put Him oflf, do not weary out His 
patience. ** The time is short." 

For those whom we love, mightily encouraged by 
Christ's mercy to the penitent, let us not be weary in well 
doing, if by any means we may bring them unto Him. 
We must never relax, in prayer, never let go hope, never 
lose an opportunity, never give up any one as lost, till he 
has died in his sins. *' The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much." 

And for those of us who are sure we wish to love Him« 
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and whose cbiefest desire it is to love Him as He de- 
serves, let us take into our hearts that promise of pro- 
mises, that we too shall soon be with Him in His Father's 
house : asking of Him but this, that He will keep us 
faithful, we are content with His Apostle's word, that He 
*• came into the world to save sinners.*' 



CHRIST'S TENDERNESS FOR THE WEAK. 



A SERMON 

PEE ACHED, BY THE REV. DANIEL MOORE, M.A. 

INCUMBENT OF CAMDEN CHURCH, CAMBE|kWELL. 



Matt. ix. 13. 

'' But go ye and learn what tJiat meaneih, I loiU have 

mercy y and not sacriJiceJ" 

And what is it which the Scripture here quoted does mean ? 
it may well he asked. Does it mean that God does not 
care for outward ohservances? that even the appointed 
sacrifices of the old dispensation were held hy Him in low 
esteem ? and, in fact, that all the positive institutions of 
religion might he dispensed with, so only that scope were 
left for the exercise of mercy to the hodies and souls of 
men ? Such might seem to he the meaning, hut it is not. 
Look at the passage as it stands in the prophecy of Hosea, 
** I desired mercy and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of 
God more than burnt sacrifice." Here, interpreting the 
former clause by the latter, we get to see that the words of 
our text are to be taken only in a comparative sense. 
*' God does not condemn sacrifice," says an ancient writer, 
'* but sacrifice without mercy." And this brings out an 
important principle. The characteristic of all false re- 
ligions, as well as the tendency of all corruptions of the 
true, is to multiply outward observances ; to magnify man's 
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part in his own salvation ; to make far more of the poor 
sacrifices we could offer to God, than of the infinite and 
unmerited mercy which God is willing to show to us. And 
thus the passage our Lord was quoting went to declare, 
that in relation to all outward service, God will forego 
much, and overlook much, so only that an occasion can 
he furnished therehy for displaying His one cherished 
attrihute of mercy. 

Such an occasion was before our Divine Lord when 
He used the words of our text. It arose out of the 
call of Matthew. This man had made a great feast for 
Christ, inviting thereto a great company of publicans 
and others, to sit down with Him. The step was a bold 
one, and could not fail to draw down upon the holy 
Saviour much of harsh and ungenerous censure. But a 
young disciple was to be encouraged. The right hand of 
fellowship was to be extended to one, who, but the day 
before, had been engaged in a hateful calling. And men 
were to behold a beautiful phase of the Divine character 
brought out, in action, before their eyes. Accordingly, 
turning to those Pharisees who had commented on his 
conduct, the Saviour pressed them with the pointed in- 
quiry, " Who most need the skill of the physician, the 
whole or the sick ? Who shares most the fostering care 
of the parent, the robust child or the tender ? Ye have 
the Scriptures. ' Go, learn what that meaneth, I will have 
mercy, and not sacrifice.* These words set forth the nature 
of my mission to this world in a sentence. For the end of 
my coming is not to the righteous, but to the sinner ; not 
to the confident, but to the fearful ; not to encourage the 
strong in his fancied strength, but to show compassion and 
tenderness to the vsedkS' Such, brethren, is the subject on 
which I have been asked to address you. Let us proceed 
to view this tenderness of the Saviour's character ; 

First. In conne^on with what has been revealed 
to us concerning his mission, and life, and wore; and, 

Secondly. In the bearing of this compassionate 
attribute on different aspects of the christian life. 



86 OHBISt'S TBNDEBNE6S FOB THE WEAK. 

I. Thus, looking at this tenderness of ihe Saviour in 
connexion with what has been revealed of Him, we observe, 
first, that, 

i. It harmonises with all the propkeHc intimaHont 
which had been given of His character. See this in 
the very ** titles " bestowed upon Him. As inheritor of 
*' a name which is above every name,'* it was not meet that 
there should be kept from us those aspects of Messiah's 
dignity, which were fitted to inspire awe or kindle con- 
fidence. But then, lest the spirit should fail at the thought 
of a near approach to ** the Ancient of days," " the ever- 
lasting Father," *' the mighty God," we are to look at this 
exalted Being on his human side, — under the subdued and 
tempered glory of His finite relations, — as " the Seed of 
the woman," "the Consolation of Israel," " the Prince of 
Peace." And so with regard to other typical designations. 
Though He is "the Plant of renown," He grows up a 
" tender" plant. Though He is " the Lion of Judah," He 
is " led as a lamb to the slaughter." With a countenance 
" like the sun shining in his strength," He is content to 
turn towards earth the pale softness of " the morning star." 
And though speaking to us out of the " bush burning with 
fire," it is a fire which only awes by its brightness, but 
** consumes" not a leaf with its flame. 

Still more does this feature of Messiah's character 
come out in prophecies, bearing more directly on His work 
and office. Take only a few passages from the evangelical 
prophet : " For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a 
strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the 
storm, a shadow from the beat, when the blast of the 
terrible ones is as a storm against the wall. " And again : " A 
man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert 
from the tempest ; as rivers of waters in a dry place ; as 
the shadow of a great rock in a weary land." See also the 
words quoted by himself in the synagogue at Nazareth : 
" The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek ; He hath 
sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that 
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are bound." What a consecration of the Holy One have 
we here, to all the tendernesses of a "merciful" and 
sympathising '* priesthood ! " what a grouping of the child- 
ren of sorrow, — the poor and the lowly, and the bondman, 
and the fearful, the men of blinded minds and withered 
hearts, all drawn to this central ministry of healing, as to 
a pool of Bethesda, of which the waters were i^ever still ! 

But the passage of ancient prophecy which bears most 
directly on our present subject is that quoted by St 
Matthew from the second chapter of this prophet, in 
which, after setting forth the meek and unresisting de- 
portment of the Saviour, " He shall not cry, nor lift up, 
nor cause His yoice to be heard in the street," the signi- 
ficant words are added, " a bruised reed shall He not break, 
and the smoking flax shall He not quench." Very ex- 
pressive this language, as descriptive of the struggles and 
decays of our inner life. The "shepherd" maybe well 
skilled in his instrument, but, if his reed be bruised, there 
will come forth nothing but a harsh and stifled note. The 
** lamp " of the sanctuary may have been kindled, but if 
the oil be nigh unto wasting, it will send out more of smoke 
than flame. We see at once the persons intended by this 
description, as well as how Christ shall deal with them. 
They are those who are wanting in force of religious 
character; or those who, through the threatening diffi- 
culties of the religious life, are becoming wearied and 
faint in their minds ; or those, in whom good and evil 
tendencies have been long contending for supremacy, and 
the good are well-nigh overmastered, and are ready to die. 
And how will Christ deal with them ? Will He break the 
reed at the point of its bruising ? or will He, by repelling 
and cold discouragement, crush out the life of the remain- 
ing spark? No; there is divinity in that spark. "For 
thus saith the Lord, As the new wine is found in the cluster, 
and one saith. Destroy it not, for a blessing is in it ; so will 
I do for my servant's sake." I will quicken into life the 
fedntest breath of spiritual desire. I will draw out into 
action the flrst-formed conception of holy purpose. I will 
take jpart with the least and last remainder of good I 
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find in the heart, until the mists of corruption shall be 
scattered from about the lamp of God, and the once 
bruised reed shall resound again '* with thanksgiving and 
the voice of melody." 

ii. And^ such as prophecy declared Christ should be, 
such, in all the actings of His earthly life, do we find He 
was. He drove none to despair. He frowned none into 
fear. He never forsook the reed till a defiant obstinacy 
had snapped in sunder, and never withdrew His gentle 
inspirations from the flax till, as with the Scribes and 
Pharisees, a resolved impenitence had extinguished the 
last spark of light. Wheresoever there were the first 
yieldings of the will to a better influence. He cherished 
them, sheltered tbem, drew them kindly on. With His 
own disciples He had to bear much. And in their un- 
belief, and carnal reasonings, and weak contests for pre- 
eminence, and impatience for a kingdom which should 
**come with observation and be seen of men," He found 
His compassions put to the trial constantly. Yet rarely 
does His language rise to harsh reproof, scarcely even 
to upbraiding ; it is rather that of a subdued, softened, 
** melancholy tenderness." ** Ye know not what manner 
of spirit ye are of." ** What was it that ye disputed among 
yourselves by the way?" "Have I been so long time 
with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip?" 
" Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?" What a depth 
of considerate and thoughtful sympathy lies enfolded in 
that message, dictated by Himself no doubt to the angel, 
when it was said to the women at the sepulchre, '* Go, 
tell His disciples, and Peter!" His disciples — for they 
have all behaved unkindly, and are mourning in bitterness 
of spirit over their cowardly and unfeeling flight; and 
Peter, a very bruised reed indeed, one whom a kind word 
now may save from being broken by despair. 

And was there less of tenderness in His dealings with 
those who were not His disciples? — with the penitent 
woman in Simon's house? — with her who came- to Hini 
in His wearied thirst at the well of Jacob? — with the 
fainting multitudes in the wilderness, who had come from 
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far, or with those whom He saw in all their scattering, 
and ignorance, and dark neglect, '*as sheep having no 
shepherd?'* And so on other occasions, too numerous to 
be cited. Wherever He goes, compassion marks His pro- 
gress. Witness His grief for the men of Nazareth, tying 
His hands of mercy by their miserable unbelief; or His 
weeping over Jerusalem, because her people knew not the 
day of their visitation. Behold Him, under the sweat of 
multitudinous agonies, ministering comfort to the penitent 
malefactor at His side, and hear Him speak of the foulest 
deed ever seen in the universe of God, as if it were only a 
sin of infirmity or blind mistake : " Father, forgive them ; 
for they know not what they do." 

iii. We might carry our proofs a step further, and show 
how this tenderness of the Saviour's character has aocom« 
panied Him into heaven — remains an indelible and per- 
manent condition of His nature even there, arching with 
the mild splendours of a rainbow the throne of His media- 
tion, and giving a softened light and lustre to the moral 
administration of God. To the beloved apostle there was 
vouchsafed a vision of his Divine Lord, in the midst of the 
uncreated glory, as '* God of God, Light of Light, Very God 
of Very God ;" and the sight was too awful to look upon. 
" I fell at His feet as one dead," he declares. But though 
John knew not his Lord in this strange disguise of glory, 
he shall know Him by another token, — namely, by His 
tenderness, His prompt compassion, His impatience to 
reach out the everlasting arm wherever there is a timid 
heart to encourage, or a fainting spirit to uphold. ** And 
He laid His right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear 
not : I am the first and the last : I am He that liveth and 
was dead ; and behold, I am alive for evermore." Thus, 
whether on ^krth or in heaven, the heart of Christ is all 
one : He is " the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever" 
— the same as when He " turned and looked upon Peter'* 
*— the same as when He apologised for His sleeping disciples 
in the garden — the same as when He said to doubting 
Thomas, " Beach hither thy finger, and behold my hands** 
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— the same as when He said to her who was rudely con- 
fronted with His spotless purity in the temple, '* Go and 
sip no more." 

Thus, from prophecy, from history, from visions of 
holy men, we learn the same lesson. Tenderness for the 
weak is the outstanding characteristic of the Saviour's 
nature, and life, and work. Insomuch that we have only 
to go to His glorious resurrection and ascension, to His 
sending of the Holy Ghost, and to His session at the 
right hand of God, if we would learn what that meaneth, 
** I will have mercy, and not sacrifice." 

II. But let us proceed to view this compassionate 
attribute of our Lord in its beabino on some of the 

EXPEBIEKCES OF THE ChBISTIAN LIFE. 

i. And, first, how should we be comforted by it under 
our early convictions of sin, and doubts of the Divine 
forgiveness? This is a crisis in the moral life of most 
of us. They are the few, who have not their marked 
epochs of religious growth and feeling, when Gospel prin*- 
ciples began to take deeper root, and a new impetus was 
given to ^e life of God within them. They are made to 
possess the sins of their youth — sins justified, perhaps, at 
the time of commission, and forgotten since, but now 
starting up before the affrighted conscience as things 
risen from the dead. And thereupon follow other fearful 
thoughts : — What if they should have sinned away their 
best opportunities, and the sun should be going down on 
the day of their visitation ? — what if they should have pro- 
crastinated for so many years, that the time which remains 
to them should be too brief for the great work of life ? — 
what if, through a general neglect and decay of the religious 
susceptibilities, there should have supervened a confirmed 
hardness of heart, beyond the power of repentance to soften, 
or of restoring grace to take away ? These thoughts bring 
them very low. They know that with God there is mercy, 
but, as they think, not mercy for them. They see the light, 
but it does not shine for them. The mighty tide of the 
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Divine benignity may be flowing, but before it can reach 
the desolate spot on which they are standing it is spent — 
it turns — it ebbs away. 

Oh ! with what comforts should we comfort one in this 
state? Should we tell him of a blood which cleanseth 
from all sin, and a grace which can change all hearts, and 
a righteousness which may challenge all the purities of 
heaven, if we have but faitJi to urge it as our plea ? Yes ! 
But we would tell him of something more than this. We 
would bid him look up to the heaven of heavens, and see 
what is going on there ; bid him see ** a Lamb as it had 
been slain " standing in the midst of the throne ; the marks 
of His dying unremoved from His sacred body, and the 
voice of His blood crying afresh, as fresh pardons are 
needed for our sins. Can he have a more touching and 
speaking 'emblem of the tenderness of Christ's heart than 
this ? Let him chaise himself, if he will, with an unpa- 
ralleled height of trespass ; let him declare, if he will, that 
light abused, gi^ce resisted, years spent in worldliness 
and neglect, must have placed a gulf impassable between 
him and hope : we tell him that none can despair whilst 
in the midst of the throne, in the exalted centre of all 
heavenly rule, there stands that compassionate and bleed- 
ing Lamb. It seems placed there as an everlasting pro- 
test against human fears — a perpetual sanctuary for op- 
pressed consciences, the Spirit's uplifted standard when 
the enemy comes in, like a flood, to cast doubts upon the 
tender compassions of our God. 

ii. Again, this view of the tenderness of our Lord 
should be very comforting to us under the weakness of 
our faith; when we are laying hold of the promises of 
God, but not firmly; when, though professing to believe 
all the kind assurances of the Holy One, the belief itself 
is not absolute and entire. This is a state of mind which 
exposes us to many and sore temptations. For Satan will 
be sure to take advantage of it. He will raise doubts as 
to our personal acceptance. He will revive upon the con- 
science the impressions of former misdoing. As a de- 
lusion and a lie he will brand all our past tokens of peace. 
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and bid us count the blood of the covenant wherewith we 
were sanctified an imperfect and unavailing thing. And 
we cannot answer him to these things. We have nothing 
to hold on by, — no anchor, no refuge, no rock. Our 
house is built on sand, and at everv breath of wind we feel 
the foundation shifting. The adversary is plying us with 
his fiery darts, but we have nothing to interpose but a 
bruised and broken shield. 

Under such circumstances, what a consolation is it to 
know that the same weaknesses have been discovered by 
our brethren in the world, and that a gracious Saviour 
allowed for, excused, pardoned them! Look at that 
agonized father as he brings his demoniac son to the 
Saviour. The spirit of wild frenzy is upon the child at 
the instant. He lies wallowing and foaming upon the 
ground. And the man is assured that one bold venture 
upon the word of Christ will make all well. The venture 
is made— it is withdrawn ! The hand grasps the relief, it 
lets it go again ! And the child is pining away. Oh ! 
who shall deliver the tortured parent from this state of 
mental conflict and contradiction ? Better not wait to be 
delivered from it. Let him go with it to Christ. Weak 
faith, mixed faith, little faith, — ^better this than none at all. 
" Lord, I believe ; help thou mine unbelief." Or look 
again at the disciples in that storm on the lake of Galilee, 
fearing for their lives, though Christ was with them in the 
ship. Yet see how tenderly the Master deals with them. 
Doubtless, they had pleased Him more if, under a per- 
suasion that no harm could happen to them, they had 
looked calmly on the fettered fury of the storm, and had 
allowed Him to sleep on. But faith they had, though not 
enough for this. Thus we do not find them having re- 
course to any expedients of their own.. Christ would keep 
them if any could. Nor was it till the ship was covered 
vnth the waves, and hope seemed utterly gone, that they 
had recourse to Him. Hence the gentleness of the suc- 
ceeding reproof, "Why are ye so fearful?" Jesus knew 
what was in man ; and if in the hearts of His disciples at 
this time, He saw but little faith, that little He knew w£*s 
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true. And so the merciful law was laid down for men of 
fearfiil heart for all time, that God accepteth our faith, not 
for the measure of it, hut for its sincerity. Faith in its 
lowest degree is precious — must he so ; hecause, whatever 
its measure, it is the gift of God. And, therefore, to all 
who are sufFering from this infirmity we say, " Be not 
afraid, only believe." If, at the last day, it should be said 
that your heart was right, your eye was single, your de* 
sires were heavenward, your hope in the promise simple, 
scriptural, humble, pure, Christ shall welcome you to a 
throne by the side of His most exalted saints, and as He 
wipes away the last tear from your eyes will say, " Why 
were ye fearful, ye of little faith ? " 

iii. Consider this tenderness of the Saviour again, as it 
bears upon our slow progress in the divine life ; our 
coldness in sacred exercises ; our fluctuations and decays of 
religious feeling ; the speedy passing away of impressions 
which we had hoped might permanei^tly abide with us. 
Often we cannot watch with Christ for one hour. Our 
hearts are cold ; our lips are stammering ; our affections 
cleave to the dust ; our spirits flag and tire at that which 
is at once angels' work, and angels' rest. We can neither 
fix attention, nor confine desire, nor realise God as present 
with us. Our thoughts set us at defiance; — get entirely 
loose from our control. Every passing vanity can engage 
their preference, and the idlest day-dream supplant our 
meditations of God and heaven. Oh ! what a trial to a 
true child of God is a blank morning's devotions ! To rise 
from his knees as cold as he knelt down, — God no nearer, 
hope no brighter, the heart no more subdued and soft- 
ened, — no answer, no blessing, no light; — this is very 
humbling to a child of God. Nay, he may have cause for 
being humbled yet more. He may have ja fear that this 
languor in devotion is a part of a general decay of piety in 
his soul. I am not supposing that there is any absolute, 
conscious, wilful going back ; but still, through protracted 
bodily weakness, or harassing worldly circumstances, great 
issues affecting his own or his family's happiness hanging 
in suspense from day to day, he feels there is not in him 
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the same freshness of spiritual feeling, as there once was ; 
-—not the same love for Christ ; not the same delight in 
sacredness ; not, to use the Psalmist's beautiful expression, 
the same " joy of salvation." 

Oh ! with what words should we comfort these tender 
and bruised reeds, or on what scenes should we fix their 
grateful thoughts ? Surely, we should lead them. to Geth- 
semane: not there, indeed, to behold the Master wrest- 
ling with His mysterious agony, so much as that they 
might look on the disciples, sleeping when they ought to 
have been praying — yielding to the impulses of a fleshly 
infirmity, when they ought to have been concentrating all 
the powers of a wakeful sympathy on relieving their Lord's 
distress. But want of sympathy there was none. It would 
have tried us keenly, to see those who professed to love us 
able to sleep on, through our anguish, leaving us to tread 
the wine-press, unhelped, unpitied, and alone. But the 
compassionate Saviour can excuse all. It was not indif- 
ference that closed their eyes, ** They were sleeping for 
sorrow." It was in> their hearts to show love to me. 
" The spirit, indeed, is willing, but the flesh is weak," 

iv. And so in all other cases in which a believer in 
Christ Jesus could be placed. See him under the pressure 
of otUward adversity. More than thirty years did our 
Divine Master spend in that school; and such a long 
acquaintance with grief causes Him, not only to sym- 
pathise with our distresses, but to be identified with 
them; — "In all their affliction," says the prophet, "He 
was afflicted, and the Angel of His presence saved them." 
And we love to think of Jesus, as touched with a feeling 
of our infirmities, now that He reigns in heaven — aa 
directing, mitigating, tempering the chastisements which, 
for our profit, the Father of our spirits is obliged to lay 
upon us — urging the tender experiences of His manhood 
to say when the chastisements should be taken off, when 
the burden is becoming too heavy for the flesh, and the 
exceeded measure of our nature's strength might make 
the trial more than we could bear. " When thou passest 
through the waters, I will be with thee ; and through the 



CHBIST*S TEKpERKESS FOB THE WEAE4 35 

rivers, they shall not overflow thee : when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not he humed; neither shall 
the flame kindle upon thee." 

V. See the Christian, again, under the prevaUnee of 
temptation^ and what a strong refuge has he in the 
Saviour's tenderness ! " For in that He himself hath 
suffered, heing tempted. He is ahle to succour them that 
are tempted." Yes, " tempted in all points like as we are." 
And now in heaven He brings to bear on His work for us 
all the sacred memories and experiences of His earthly 
state. Eememhering the assaults of the wilderness. He 
is touched at our distress when Satan is suggesting 
thoughts to us from which our very soul recoils. Eemem- 
hering His garden agony, He thinks of what His people's 
dejection must be, when, cast down by some crushing grief, 
some ever-haunting sorro^y, they go back to their closet 
again and again — unable to pray — their souls exceeding 
sorrowful — and, like himself, a first time, and a second, 
and a third, saying the same words. Aye, remembering 
the dark hour of His own desertion also, He will sym- 
pathise with those who are under a spiritual cloud — with 
those who feel as if the waves and billows of Heaven's 
wrath were going over them — with those who think the 
light of the Divine countenance has gone in, never to 
shine forth again. Yes, for all these will He feel, and 
feel tenderly, as for brethren, for companions in tribulation, 
for men who are being baptized with His baptism, and are 
exposed to infirmities which were once His own. 

vi. Lastly, behold the Christian in that hour of 
nature's greatest weakness, when he sees opening before 
him the doors of the unseen world. Then, more than 
he had ever experienced in his life, does he feel the 
Saviour's tenderness. For is it not the special office of the 
Lord " to deliver them who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage" — to hold in His hands 
the keys of hell and death — to have control over all the 
entrances to the invisible world — to determine for each 
pardoned spirit the time and circumstances of its passage 
across the river of death, and to stand ready to welcome 
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him on the other side ? ** For though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for thou 
art with rue, thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." 

And thus, hrethren, I trust I have been able to set 
before you something of Christ's tenderness for the 
WEAK — something of what that meaneth, "I will have 
mercy, and not sacrifice." And, if I have, you will have 
seen that it is on behalf of the weak among His people, 
that the power and grace of Christ are specially exerted. 
They are the tendor among flocks, the bruised among reeds, 
the fearful among penitents, the feeble and erring among 
disciples, on whose behalf Be delights to show HimseS 
stroQg. His power rests upon infirmity. His strength is 
made perfect in weakness. Our spiritual life to the last 
may be one of feeble and ineffectual effort, — after a sanctity 
not reached, after a victory over the will not perfected, after 
a grasp of faith not realised. But still, so long as the 
desires tend that way, we may say with the apostle, " When 
I am weak, then am I strong" — aye, stronger than some 
who think they have no weakness to bewail. For " even 
the youths slmll faint and be weary, and the young men 
shall utterly fall : but they that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength ; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles ; they shall run, and not be weary ; and they shall 
walk, and not faint." Amen. 
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Col. iii. 1 1. 

*^ Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 
undrcumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: 
but Christ is all and in alV^ 

The differences -which ohtain in the human family are 
various, and they are not accidental. The historian and 
philosopher can trace out and record their natural causes ; 
hut we helieve that in these, and hy these natural causes, 
and in their effects, the will and wisdom of God are to 
be recognised. Certainly we can see bow the diversities 
which separate men into distinct nations, races, and ranks, 
display £he glories of the divine love when it overcomes 
all the obstacles they offer to the divine purpose in 
Christ, bringing, as it does, out of all diversities, a Ca- 
tholic unity — gathering out of all peoples, tribes, and lan- 
guages, a brotherhood which seemed impossible — " from 
the east and from the we^t, from the north and from the 
south,'* making up a spiritual family, in which each and 
every member has desires and dispositions, hopes' and 
habits, necessities and satisfactions, sorrows and joys, iden- 
tical with those of the rest, because all are made par- 
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takers of the same diyine life, '* wherein there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, circumcision, nor uncircumcision, Barha- 
rian, Scythian, hond nor free: hut Christ is all and in all." 

The differences in the known world of apostolic d&js 
are shown here in a series of striking contrasts and in few 
words. There is a terse classification in the text of exact 
opposites, which had scarce aught in common hut the 
same humanity. 

The selection is made and arranged to hring out with 
that striking and telling force peculiar to the pen of St. 
Paul, the fact upon his thoughts, that all moral marks of 
distinction are aholished and lost in the universal charac- 
teristics of the new man in Christ Jesus. As skilful 
shading throws into relief the figure which is to he the 
master ohject in the picture, so the difference of nation- 
alities, of religion, of civilisation, and of relative rank in 
the scale of social life, are here shadowed forth hy a hrief 
series of contrasts, to throw out in more perfect beauty 
the marvel of the "new creation in Christ Jesus," in 
which all who come under its process bear one common 
type of holy character, and breathe one common spirit by 
tjie same divine life. 

** Greek and Jew ! " Could there be found two classes 
of the human family distinguished more completely one 
from the other in all that goes to form separate nations, 
and to prevent a unity of faith, a brotherhood of love 
and habit, than are here placed side by side by the 
apostle of Christ to both? One narrow, inland sea, 
along the shores of which the active and advanced 
races of antiquity were always found, separated the 
homes and social centres of the two races. Scenery and 
climate were in each country almost the same ; yet 
here is not the difference between them, not only in lan- 
guage and origin, but also in faith, order, and govern- 
ment, and so in intellectual, moral, and social progress. 
Civilisation could scarcely be imagined more opposite in 
character. The Jew belonged to a race with an ancestry 
the most ancient, but a race stationary, exclusive, tran- 
quil, docile. The Greek belonged to a race progressive. 
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expansive, restless, impetuous, and fond of innoyation. 
The Jewish mind was indolent, satisfied, trustful. The 
Greek mind was active, speculative, sceptical. To the 
Jew, the form of government, piously reverenced, was a 
settled thing, because a Divine appointment. To the 
Greek, the form of government, politically recognised, was 
a variable thing, because a popular election. Greek ci- 
vilisation consisted in the culture of the intellect and the 
imagination, but the distinguishing cause and feature of 
Hebrew civilisation was a revealed religion. In the latter 
everything had a sacred, and in the former everything 
had a political character and reference. And the two races 
were no less diametrically opposed in the nature of their 
respective religions. In the faith of the Jew there was 
one Personal God, the Creator and Ruler of the world, 
and the Author of all good. Everything in his domestic 
and social life was connected with his creed, which was no 
system of recondite philosophy, cold, powerless, and open 
only to a few, but plain, precise, positive ; carrying with 
it a high and holy morality, and given by direct reve- 
lation for the use and benefit of all. To the Greek the 
idea of a personal God was an absurd thing ; scarce aught 
in his social or private life was practically connected with 
his religion, which was either a system of subtle philo- 
sophy, confined to a few, or a fantastic mythology with its 
string of deities, too often the personifications of human 
passions and the inventions of human vice. What could 
bring out of the wide separation between two races ex- 
hibiting traits of civilisation so totally distinct — a unity 
of faith and feeling — a brotherhood of life, hope, and 
habit, in which there should be "neither Jew nor Greek?" 
*• Circumcision and uncircumcision " — perfect opposites ! 
** Circumcision," a mark of degradation, a token of Ori- 
ental manners, a shame and a bye-word to the nations on 
the western side of the inland sea. ** Uncircumcision,'* a 
sign of alienation from God, a positive barrier to His 
favour, the mark of an outcast people to the nation on its 
eastern border. What shall bring the Jew to feel that 
the Divine and sacramental ordinance is a bygone thing 
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which "avails nothing?" what shall convince the Greek 
that the despised ceremony had a Divine origin, and that 
he must find his highest life in a faith which comes from 
the Hebrew who observes it? What shall establish a 
brotherhood of faith and love under one God, who' loves 
and justifies equally the " believing circumcision " and 
** believing uncircumcision," in which the ordinance, the 
despised on the one side and reverenced on the other, 
shall be regarded as of Divine origin and authority, and 
yet as an appointment, which, as a seal of grace, if not 
as a sign of national difference, has been' abrogated for 
ever? 

There is " neither male nor female," writes the same 
apostle in a parallel passage. Is it, then, possible that 
monogamy, the natur^ family which the Creator consti- 
tuted, shall be restored, and that polygamy, the artificial 
family, falsely reconstituted by eastern tribes, shall be de- 
stroyed? And more than this — shall the Divine ordi- 
nance of circumcision, which, for wise purposes no doubt, 
but in accordance with Oriental exclusion of woman from a 
religious and social equality with man, was an institution 
of the Jewish Church, enjoined by God himself, " avail 
nothing," even in the minds of Jews themselves : so that 
the new, yet correspondent, sacrament of the "better 
covenant," shall cast its holy waters, and this without 
one. word of question, upon woman, no longer accounted a 
servant, an inferior, but a true helpmate for man, a sister 
in the Lord ? 

" Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free ! " Civilised and 
uncivilised ! Can there be union in common sympathies 
and affections between them? Slavery and Freedom ! Is 
a common inner life and its expression in mutual re- 
verence and love possible while these relations exist so 
separative, so severe? Yes, this is St. Paul's Gospel. 
What is impossible with man is possible with God. ,A 
spiritual unity in the midst of the widest earthly diver- 
sities is the purpose of His wisdom, the marvel of His 
love. The attractive power of the Cross can create a 
relation, a new family, out of all forms of the lost and 
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varied family of man : Christ, the magnet of God, which, 
when " lifted up,'* can " draw all men imto Him," shall 
gather a people, hearing His image, and full of His 
praise, in which eveiy category of humanity is done away 
with — at least as to worth and privilege — so that 
there be neither " Jew nor Greek, Barbarian, Scythian, 
male nor female, bond nor free," because ** He is all and 
in all." 

And the magnet of God has not lost its gathering 
power. The attraction of the Cross is as vigorous, as 
universal, as ever it was. The modem history of the 
Church is still the history of the magnetism of Divine 
love. The distinctions of nations, of civilisations, of reli- 
gions, of rank, burst their boundary lines before it. ♦* All 
people that on earth do dwell" find one centre of life and 
love, one fountain of joy and blessedness, one motive and 
model of character, one brotherhood in the Crucified. 

» 

** So is it with true Christian hearts ; 
Their mutual share in Jesus' blood 
An everlasting bond imparts, 
Of holiest brotherhood." 

Christ, as the theme given me to-day expresses the blessed 
fact, is the bond of union amongst His people ; the bond 
of union because ** He is all and in all." 

Now Christ is the bond of holy brotherhood amongst 
His people, collectively and openly, through the mystical 
union which exists between Himself and them, individually 
and secretly. They are knit into communion and fel- 
lowship, one with another, because each is knit into a 
spiritual membership with Him. They are members of 
the family of which He is the Head, and can reciprocate 
the spirit which becomes and distinguishes such a relation, 
because of the relation of each to Him. He is the vine 
and they are the branches, and the identity of form, fruit, 
and beauty in each branch, and so in the harmonious whole, 
comes by the connexion, invisible but real, which makes 
each a part of the divine stem. Individually they are the 
members of the Body of which He, so to speak, is the heart. 
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And there is, in consequence, an electric chain of spiritual 
kindred, a current of sympathetic life and love, which^ 
starting from the heart of Christ, passes through the heart 
of every Christian, and returning to Christ again, holds all 
in one holy brotherhood. 

" The Communion of Saints," says Archbishop Usher, 
'* consists in the union which we all have with one head, for 
Christ, our head, is the main foundation of this heavenly 
union." " The Church," writes the eminent Jackson, " is 
a true and real Body, consisting of many parts, all really 
though mystically united to one Head, and by their reel 
union with Him are they all really and truly united 
amongst themselves." Plunge the magnet into the heap 
of steel filings and it is covered with the adhering atoms. 
Plunge it a second time and you shall find that the ga- 
thered atoms have attracted others to themselves, by a 
force of which you see the result but not the action. But 
this you know, that the contact between the metallic 
atoms came by the magnetic affinity which each owns to 
the central magnet, which draws each atom to its neigh- 
bour by drawing each atom to itself. And may we not 
say that there is a Christian affinity between Christians 
because there is a spiritual affinity between each and 
Christ? He is the bond of brotherhood amongst His 
people, because of the fellowship between each of them 
and Himself. What then is the nature of this mystical 
fellowship ? How is Christ ** all and in all " to His people ? 
Decide these questions and the theme given us to-day may 
take the form in which it has been proposed for our consi- 
deration, that is, not the form of enquiry but of assertion,— 
** Christ is the bond of union amongst His people." 

I. The union of which I have to speak arises from that 
new relation which the Christian bears towards the Lord 
through the new life which is received from Him, ** He 
that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life." *' He," writes Bishop Davenant 
upon the text, " regenerating them and uniting Himself 
with the redeemed is all that which is necessary to salva- 
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ition ; in all, namely, in aU the faithful. He is all things 
to them meritoriously; for since they became one mystical 
person ^ith Christ, He imparts to them the merit of His 
paission, death, obedience, and righteousness ; He is all 
things to them efficaciously, for whatever they possess, or 
can do, as regards spiritual life and obtaining salvation, 
they possess from Christ and can do by Him." It is to 
this spiritual life that the apostle is referring in the con- 
text, " Ye have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of Him that created him^ 
where there is neither Greek nor Jew," &c. Now of this 
life — the life of Christ in the soul of a Christian man — 
baptism is the sacrament, the Lord Jesus the source, the 
Holy Ghost the author, faith the strength ; and, if I may 
60 speak, with the apostle's figure of a new man before 
us, love is its life-blood, prayer and praise its breathing, 
humility and purity its beauty. It is a hidden life 
(verse 3). This is its necessary characteristic. All life 
is a mystery — a thing secret and inexplicable; we can 
tell where it is, but not what it is. The life of a tree 
discloses itself in a tender shoot, or a gay blossom, or 
a mellow fruit, by each in their order; but the dark 
secret of the quickening principle who can detect ? The 
soul can reveal itself in a look, beam out through the 
windows of the senses, express its will in action and its 
love in practical devotedness, and so far witness to its 
presence in, or absence from, the material tabernacle which 
it tenants for a bri^f term of years ; and the life in a man 
is to this extent no hidden thing : but who can pry into 
the nature, or into the seat, of the indwelling spirit which 
the Creator gave? In like manner the life of Christ in 
the Christian man is a concealed thing — a gift known 
only by its effects. Its food is the hidden manna, its 
refreshment the sweet water of the river which makes glad 
the city of God. Its desires are towards the things which 
are yet behind " the veil " some day to be " rent in twain.*' 
It is a life sustained, not by meat which perishes, but " by 
every word which proceeds out of the mouth of God." 
Every man lives under the power of the present or tb^ 
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future, — the power of the "world of sense which God has 
given, or that of the invisible world which God has 
promised. The Christian man '* tastes the power" of the 
world to come. He " looks not at the things which are 
seen and temporal, but at the things which are not seen 
and eternal." He walks by faith and not bj sight. And 
the soul having new visions, has also new hopes and tastes, 
new tendencies and aspirations, new motives and affections. 
Hence his religion is no temporary spasm of feeling, no 
mere superficial morality, but a Divine principle in the 
man*s innermost self, secret but practical. And it is 
called a life because it is there, acts there, as such — 
because its source and strength are in the overliving 
One — because, after the analogy of all life, it has functions 
and features, manifestations and energies peculiar to 
itself, and in harmony with its high order; because it 
gives a tone to, and exerts an influence over all that con- 
stitutes the man, as the indwelling spirit governs the 
motions of the human body. And just as all men are 
one, under all diversities of civilisation, through the con- 
stitution of the being of each, by which he holds, on one 
side, of the Deity, but on the other side of the dust ; and 
there is unity — a brotherhood under all distinctions and 
varieties of race, because of the consequent relation to the 
common Father of all ; so Christians are also one under 
all diversities of civilisation, by the constitution of their 
common life in Christ, and there is unity, a brotherhood of 
the faithful, wherein "there is neither Jew nor Greek, 
Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, because Christ is all 

and in all.*' 

> 

II. This union of which we speak comes by the common 
resemblance which all His people bear to Christ. What 
contrasts of feature, complexion, and character do children 
of the same family present ! And yet, under all the diver- 
sities which make up the individuality of each, you can 
trace the outlines of a common idea or type, after which 
all are organised, and there is unity notwithstanding the 
diversity. And this resemblance is not merely external, — 
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in the figure and features of the body, — but may be seen 
also in the constituents of the inner man with more or less 
distinctness, — in the natural temperament and mental 
qualities. Intellectual peculiarities seem indigenous in 
families. The moral character of children resembles that 
of their parents, and this not merely as the result of 
imitation, but by a law of succession. Hence that bond 
of common sympathies, of kindred minds and hearts, 
which, no less than the bond of common interests and 
mutual dependence, and daily intercourse in circumstances 
of sorrow or gladness in which each takes share, secures 
the union which is the joy of a family's life. 

Thus also is it in the spiritual family of God. There 
is a bond of union amongst His people by virtue of the 
resemblance which each bears to Christ. This is the 
thought in the passage before us, "Ye have put on the 
new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image 
of Him who created him," i.e. the new man which is the 
resemblance of the character of Christ, and by this re- 
semblance all distinctions, — all alienations and class divi- 
sions amongst men in the body and brotherhood of Christ, — 
vanish out of force and notice, for '* Christ is all and in 

It must be so, brethren ; for consider what the features 
are of the "new man"of ]^hich the apostle speaks — con- 
sider what the effects are of " the renewal after Christ's 
most holy image " in a Christian man. Take an example, 
the most marvellous on record as regards process, and yet 
identical in point of result with every other instance. 
Look on this side and on that of the historic picture 
given us of the apostle himself — first on Saul, the per- 
secutor of Christians, and then on Paul, the preacher of 
Christ. You discover the same individual man — the same 
in all the constitutional characteristics of mind, heart, and 
will; and yet how changed! — changed, however, only in 
the new direction given to natural endowments. He is a 
new, yet not another man. You trace the former mental 
and moral features, the same force of character, the same 
readiness for self-sacrifice in all that he conscientiously 
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eonsiders truth, the same mauly atid unflinching resolu- 
tion to contend, at the ri&k of all hazards, and agonies for 
what he conceives to he the cause of God. The same is 
he as he leaves Damascus, and yet another man. All the 
natural dispositions remain, hut they are directed, chast* 
ened into the love and gentleness of Christ — consecrated 
exclusively and affectionately to the Hedeemer, -whose 
Person he had seen, and whose grace he had felt. The 
object and motives in life are altered, and so far the man, 
but in the energy and whole-heartedness he had lived foi? 
his blind Judaism he can now live for Christ. And hence 
we may learn, brethren, in what the " renewal" consists, 
of which he speaks in the passage before us. It is a 
change passing over the spirit of a man, to which ex- 
ternal agents may contribute, but which they can nevef 
accomplish^a change telling upon all within, the thoughts, 
sensibilities, tastes, conscience, and will of a man — upon 
all that constitutes character — a change affecting motive 
and temper, but not individuality — a change into a n«r, 
but not another^ man. The fscidties of the mind are the 
same, but enlarged; the affections of the heart are the 
same, but directed to a new centre, in which they find A 
new tone and order. The sympathies, desires, and hopes 
are elevated to the unseen world — taking their life, exer- 
cising their strength, finding their joy in God, and working 
accordingly in their outward fruits of conduct, speech, and 
temper. In a word, "the new man has been put on,*' 
where " Christ is all and in all." And the beauty of this 
investiture have all His saints; and so spirit can speak 
to spirit, heart to heart amongst them, in the brotherhood 
of kindred sympathies, aspirations, and affections. Isolate 
them as you may from each other by wide oceans — sepa- 
rate them by all differences of race, civilisation, and rank: 
Let them be "Jew or Greek, male or female, bond or free," 
there is in all, the unity of the Spirit in the bond of a 
common holiness. " They do all eat the same spiritual 
meat ;" " they do all drink of the same spiritual rock." 
Heart beats responsively to heart, under the same con- 
straining love : the litany of one is the litany of all. In 
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spite of the indiyidualitj which separates them, there is 
an identity which unites them. The " image of the hea- 
yenlj" is coming out gradually upon the character of each. 
The precept given by the apostle is the law for all : ** Let 
this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." 
And so, again, '* Christ is the bond of union amongst His 
people," because in ** the new man " which they universally 
** put on," He is all and in all. 

III. " Christ is the bond of union amongst His people," 
by the mutual love which they breathe towards each other, 
because of the holy love which they bear towards Him; 
Of this love I cannot now speak in detail : Enough to say, 
that it is the reflection of His love towards them — the 
gratitude of the heart responsive, under the gentle power 
of the Holy Ghost, to His grace. The history of the holy 
affection lies in that simple Scripture from his pen who 
responded with deep and sacred attachment to the bosom 
on which he leaned at supper — "We love Him because He 
first loved us." " That which linketh us," says Bichard 
Hooker, ** to Christ is His mere love and mercy towards 
us ; that which tieth us to Him is our faith in the pro- 
mised salvation revealed in the word of truth ; that which 
uniteth and joineth us among ourselves, in such sort that 
we are now as if we had one heart and soul, is our love ; 
he that grows in love towards his Redeemer grows in love 
to his brethren." 

There is amongst that family of stars, in which our 
earth has her pathway and periods, an action and reaction 
of each star upon the rest by the same force which keeps 
all in their respective order round the central sun. Each 
receives of that central light a beauty which it reflects 
upon the rest. And Christ is, so to speak, the central 
attraction and light amidst the ** morning stars of G-od." 
Each keeps his pathway of loving service under this con- 
straining influence. The light communicated by Him to 
each shines back upon all ; the love which knits each to 
Himself links each to his redeemed brother, so that there 
is a union of all in love, because there is a union of each 
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with Him in love. It is a love of sympathy, assistance, 
and fellowship in prayer and praise — which speaks in in- 
tercessions — a love through which, in every ministry of 
goodness, each brother is to the other as Christ receiving, 
or Christ giving — a love which is the foretaste of heaven's 
intercourse — an earnest of its joy. 

IV. " Christ is the bond of union amongst His 
people," by the form of faith and government which He 
has given to His body, the Church — by the fellowship of 
a common confession and worship — by the holy sapra- 
ments, which are not merely " badges of a profession,'* 
which all acknowledge, " differing them from the world," 
but " sure witnesses and effectual signs of grace." " The 
bread which we break, is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ?" "We, being many, are one bread and 
one body, for we are all partakers of that one bread." 
" There is one body and one spirit, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism" — "where there is neither Jew nor Greek, 
circumcision nor imcircumcision. Barbarian, Scythian, bond 
nor free, but Christ is all and in all." 

Do we believe, brethren, the great fact, that through 
the relation of a common life which they have in Him — 
through the spiritual resemblance which they bear to 
'Him — through the reciprocal affection which they must 
entertain to each other in Him— and through the visible 
unity in forms and sacraments ordained by Him, — that 
Christ is " the bond of union and brotherhood amongst His 
people?" Then,— 

1. Let us aim> to manifest this conviction before the 
world. Let there be holy sympathy and affection between 
Christian men, because of their common life and hope in 
the Lord. Let there be, in every heart which professes 
to beat wscfm and true to Him, an unfeigned love of the 
brethren. " Let all bitterness and wrath and clamour and 
evil speaking be put away." "Put on," as the apostle says 
in the context, " as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meek- 
ness, long-suffering, and, above all thiugs, charity, which 
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is the bond of perfectness." Let ns Ioto the trath in peace. 
Divisknifl will be — most be. Gharitj does not demand the 
concealment or sonender of our conscientions conviction : 
this is cowardice. Ghaiitj will not deny their real import- 
ance and purpose, and propose comprehensiYeness in which 
all the disdnctiye doctrines of Christianity shall be consi- 
dered modj as matters of speculation and opinion, to be 
receiTed and rejected by those who profess and call them- 
selves Christians at will, and without risk of a fatal loss of 
the way of troth, this is latitudinarianism. But Christian 
charity will constrain us to speak the truth in love, to be 
fearful of exaggerating the importance of the differences 
which obtain between Christian men on points of doctrine 
and practice, beyond their real character and worth ; to 
contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints, 
but to use the weapons of controversy in a gentle and 
loving spirit, which aims not at the triumph of a party, 
but the honour of Christ and the salvation of men, and 
to lay them aside again as soon as possible. Divisions- 
must be — will be. Co-operation with all the professed 
subjects of Christ's kingdom on earth has been made, as 
yet, impossible by the Enemy. Patience ! — patience ! — . 
this shall be. More light, more love will hereafter, as the 
Collect says, " knit together the elect in one communion 
and fellowship." But let each Christian man now think 
and speak and act in the conviction that the glory of Christ 
demands an effort for the visible union of His people. 

But, 2. Are we sure that we have a share, brethren, in 
the fellowship which exists between Christ and His people? 
Are we living members of His body the Church ? Is this 
the history of our religious life, — "Ye have put off the old 
man, with his deeds, and have put on the new man, which 
is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that 
created him, where Christ is all and in all?" Blessed 
indeed are we, "when the Spirit itself beareth witness with 
our spirit that we are the children of God! " The brother- 
hood in the Lord is not for a time, but for ever. The 
•' Bond of union" lives for ever, and so the union itself is 
eternal. Here separation may prevent its joys, or the 
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prejudices and earthliness of our hearts, breaking us up 
into knots of disputants and parties burning with suspicion 
and strife, may rend in twain the " household of faith ;" or» 
as we meet and work together in this lower chamber of the 
House of God, the summons may come to one loved one 
after another, " Friend, go up higher," — and we see him 
no more. But *' the day for the manifestations of the sons 
of God" is at hand, when separations will be impossible — 
schism a bygone shame — strife swallowed up in perfect 
love ; the day for our equality and brotherhood with 
angels ; the day when the glorified Lord, seen of all, shall 
be, in all the royalties of His coming kingdom, the centre 
of life and love and joy in the midst of the white-robed 
worshippers around the Throne. 

Blessed day of happy recognitions, of fellowship in rest 
and praise, as peaceful as they are ceaseless ! 

May we, beloved brethren, live in the thought of that 
day, die in the hope of it, and awake in the glories of ita 
holy light and triumphant songs ! 
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ExoD. xiv. 30. 



'^ It was a elcmd and darkness to ihem^ but it game light 
by night to these: so thai tlie one eanu not near the 
other all the nij^t^ 

The subject proposed for meditation tbie morning is, 
" Christ the portion of His people.** The word •* portion," 
which is, in &ct, the key-note of the whole of this subject, 
is used frequently in Holy Scripture, not only to denote 
the relation of God to man, but to express also the con- 
verse, the relation of man to God. There we read, " The 
Lord's portion is His people :" and again, in the prophecy 
of Zechariah, " The Lord shall inherit Judah His portion." 
Here the chosen people are described as being the portion 
of God. Again, we have in the Psalms, David de- 
claring ** The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance : 
Thou art my portion, O Lord." And so Jeremiah, ** The 
Lord is my portion, saith my soul." Here the Almighty 
is pictured as the portion of His saints. The language in 
both its applications is probably traceable to that division 
of the land of Canaan amongst the tribes and fieimilies of 
Israel, which, as it gave the character to their whole na- 
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tional history, would likewise set the tone of their reli- 
gious thoughts and feelings. And, indeed, we cannot reach 
the depth of our subject more thoroughly than by thus 
connecting it with that assignment of die promised land. 
The lot of each tribe and family was that which they would 
probably tend with peculiar care ; hence it became a fit 
image of the spiritual position of the chosen race, hedged 
round by the Great Householder, planted and watered 
with the divinest love, which thus stood forth among other 
nations as the very portion of their God. And so, on the 
contrary, was the same lot of inheritance a perpetual 
remembrancer of what the same God ought to be to their 
own souls. Even as they garnered up their affections on 
the territory which the Lord's grace had assigned them, 
as they fed upon the harvests which it yielded, and were 
refreshed with the streams which ran among its hills, so 
was God himself to be unto them ; so on Him were they 
to centre their profoundest love ; so ought their hearts to 
pant for Him as for the water-brooks ; their spirits to feed 
on His fulness as upon living bread. The true Israelite 
would pass away from the contemplation of the goodly 
land around him to the Being who had so graciously 
disposed the lot of his inheritance, and in the glory of 
His nature, and the abundance of His compassions, and 
the overflowings of His love, and the eternity of His ex- 
istence, recognise a more real, a more blessed, and a more 
enduring portion. 

In speaking this morning of Christ Jesus as the portion 
of His saints, we must endeavour to keep clear of what 
belongs to the subject of to-night. We may not, there- 
fore, carry you on to that far-off land where the eyes of 
the faithful shall surely see the King in His beauty ; we 
may not enter with you into the golden city, where types 
and symbols shall be broken up, and outward ordinances, 
as media of communion between the Great Shepherd and 
His sheep, have no longer place ; but where the full reve- 
lation of Deity shall be instead of sun and moon, instead 
of temple and sacrifice. We stop short of that day long 
desired, when the soul shall enter upon the full possession 
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of Christ as its portion ; and yet is our range wider than 
would at first appear, for it is not only to this present 
existence that we are to look. There are three distinct 
stages in man's career: there is the life upon earth during 
the union of hody and soul ; the life of the disembodied 
soul between death and judgment ; and the life of hea- 
ven upon the reunion of the soul to the spiritual body. 
Leaving then the thought of Christ's crown for the faith- 
ful after the day of judgment, we have still to contemplate 
Him as the portion of His servants, here and in Paradise. 
How then is our Blessed Lord the portion of His true 
disciples here upon this outer world, and hereafter in that 
hidden abode, where their souls are expressly said to be in 
His hands? On this we would fix our thoughts. The 
verse read for the text describes a wonderful moment in 
the wanderings of God's ancient Church, under His own 
immediate guidance, and better, perhaps, than many more 
direct passages, wiQ suggest truths connected with His 
relation to His saints upon their road to their promised 
rest. As those joumeyings of the Israelites, as a whole, 
are a confessed type both of the progress of the Church 
now militant upon earth and of the probation of individual 
Christians, so we may believe that many minute points of 
God's dealings with Israel of old were revelations of what 
would be His particular providences now ; or, rather, what 
then was and what now is, are both harmonious results of 
one and the same law of the dispensations of His grace. 

First, then, we have to consider Christ as the portion 
of His saints before death. 

Secondly, between death and judgment. 

I. Christ is the portion of His people now. 

The whole passage in the Book of Exodus stands thus : 
" And the angel of God, which went before the camp of 
Israel, removed and went behind them ; and the pillar of 
cloud went from before their face and stood behind them : 
and it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the 
camp of Israel ; and it was a cloud and darkness to them* 
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but it gave light by night to these : so that the one came 
not near the other all the night.*' 

We observe here that the pillar of fire and of cloud is 
identical with the nearness of the angel of the Lord, 
that is, of the Angel of the Presence, the Angel of the 
Covenant, the Second Person of the Trinity, whom the 
traditional interpretation of the Church has almost always 
recognised in this and the like early manifestations of 
Deity. But it is further to be noted, that whereas at 
other times we are told that the pillar of cloud went before 
the Israelites by day, and the pillar of fire by night ; the 
pillar of cloud, that is, being superseded as the shadows 
, of evening fell by the pillar of fire ; upon this one solemn 
night, when the distress of the people might seem at its 
highest, the deep sea before and the stem pursuer 
behind them; the cloud of the day and the fire of the 
night, for a brief space mysteriously blended together, and 
removing from their front to their rear, stood between 
them and their enemies, opposing to the side of the 
Israelites its cheering illumination ; to the Egyptians an 
intolerable gloom. And here, in the juxtaposition of the 
people of God and the host of Pharaoh, lying through 
those still night-watches close together, yet separated 
by an impalpable, yet insurmountable, barrier; the one 
gathering light and guidance from what baffled the calcu- 
lations, and rendered uncertain the steps of the other ; 
we have a wonderful type of the relative position of 
Christ's disciples and the world in every age. That 
double encampment upon the Eed Se^ shore, near yet 
virtually far asunder, seemingly close together, really with 
an impassable . gulf between ; the dividing barrier none 
other than the presence of the Eternal Son, seen and felt, 
and rejoiced in as a light and defence by those ; unknown, 
unperceived, stumbled against by these : in all this we 
have surely a striking image of how it is with the man of 
faith and the man of this world from generation to gene- 
ration. 

In seeking illustrations, we may scarcely pass by the 
opposite manner in which the Person of Christ was re* 
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gaxded by His disciples and by the Jews daring His 
sojoam upon earth. God and Man we profess are one 
Christ ; yet that one Christ, in the mystery of His twofold 
nature, was, whilst He was in the world, a very pillar of 
fire and of cloud. Whilst His own immediate followers-^, 
those whom He had gathered out of the world — saw in 
Him, with more or less clearness, the tokens of Divine 
glory ; whilst St. Peter was uttering that first creed, 
" Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Blessed," the mul- 
titudes around saw nothing. They were close to God, but 
they could not behold Him. Hence, in all the struggles 
of Priests and Pharisees against Him, they were perpe* 
tually taking false steps, in their blindness defeating 
their own ends, and ultimately working out His will, and 
themselves fulfilling in Him those Scriptures which they 
denied to have any reference unto Him. The Incarnate 
Redeemer, in the mystery of His nature, stood between 
the false and the true-hearted ; seen and rejoiced over by 
the one, a cause of double blindness to the other. What 
a source of light and of darkness at the same time was 
the Crucified Saviour to the two malefactors on either 
side ! The one utterly unable to recognise anything 
above man in the Divine Sufferer, anything supernatural 
in the dread deed hurrying on its consummation ; the 
other beholding in the Eejected and Despised a King 
soon to come in to His kingdom, and bowing His whole 
being unto Him who appeared to the eye of fiiesh unable 
to save himself. On the shores of the ocean of Eternity, 
very near apparently, yet in reality far asunder, lingered 
for a little while the two souls of the penitent and im- 
penitent malefactors, and between them — what? The 
" pillar of fire and of cloud." Darkness to the one ; inef- 
fable light to the other. 

Similarly in after times. Take the history of the 
Church. In the first centuries of Christianity the princes 
of this world saw nothing but the spread of a new school 
of philosophy, differing only from schools of human teach- 
ing in the monstrous claims which it put forth and the 
&naticism with which its leaders disseminated it. In 
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Jesus of Nazareth they could perceive nothing but the 
ringleader of a Jewish sect. The person and acts of 
Christ were alike darkness unto them. Hence the frantic 
opposition which did but the more kindle the zeal which it 
sought to quench; hence the persecution of individuals, 
the more crafty search after the inspired books, as though 
Christianity, like a system of philosophy, hung upon tibe 
sayings of a dead teacher, not upon an overliving Christ. 
And all the while the faithful beheld a Master still alive, 
marshalling them the way they should go; all the while 
in the very points which to the world were a pillar of 
cloud, they traced the tokens of the light inaccessible.- 
The lowliness of His outward humanity did but to them 
make more undeniable the might of His indwelling God- 
head, Whilst ** the kings of the earth stood up and the 
rulers took counsel together," those whom they warred 
against were rejoicing in a sunshine ^hich they dreamed 
not of; whilst the Roman empire recoiled, baffled, from 
the heavenly kingdom growing up in its midst, dimly 
conscious of a rival power, but knowing not what, to the 
disciples of Christ the tangled wilderness was lit up with 
an unearthly lustre. And the same holds good in its 
degree in the more quiet times in which our lot is cast. 
How dififerent does our position appear, according to the 
point of view from which it is surveyed ! The world sees 
in the Gospel a beautiful system of rules and precepts, 
framed long ago, in the Church a well-devised machinery 
for instructing the people. To the believer there is ever 
near a Living Head, moderating, directing, illuminating. 
And need we dilate upon the exceeding comfort provided 
for us? Oh ! when the Israeli tish camp had been pitched 
upon the appointed spot, and the great Lawgiver had 
assigned each tribe its post; when every resource had 
been exhausted, and every precaution taken; think you 
not, as the shadows deepened, it must have been with 
unspeakable consolation that Moses watched the unearthly 
light of that fiery pillar wax more intense, and read in it 
the token of a Presence which the Egyptians neither saw 
nor calculated on? And even so when, in our warfare 
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with the sin and ignorance around, we have heen busy 
with plans for converting the ungodly and reclaiming 
the lost, and resisting gainsayers, and our hearts gro^ 
weary with the uncertainties of all human combinations, 
the fallaciousness of all measures of human wisdom, is it 
nothing that we may, if we will, see a light which the world 
cannot see ; nothing that for us, if we do but lift up our 
hearts to realise it, there is the brightness of an eternal 
Presence, into which, as into a little sanctuary, the care- 
worn spirit may withdraw, — a Presence in whose light wo 
may see light through the dcu'kest nights, in whose ef- 
fulgence the long tracks of the desert solitudes shall be 
cheerful as the fields of Goshen, and the nearness of the 
foe be remembered no longer. 

And here we would observe, that whilst the presence 
of Christ Jesus is thus a perpetual portion to His faithful, 
we must be content to have it as a secret portion. We 
can quite imagine that many an impatient spirit in the 
Israelitish camp would fain have had that pillar of fire, 
which was to him God in his midst, turned upon the 
Egyptian host, to flash terror and dismay into its ranks. 
Why should God only reveal himself to them for their 
support? why not also show himself to the enemy for 
their dismay ? And so now. It is to a similar impatience 
that we trace much of that with which superstition and 
fanaticism have disgraced religion. Men of undisciplined 
minds have grown weary of contending with unbelief, with 
the divine but slowly-operating weapons of persuasion and 
truth ; they would move faster in God*s cause than are 
God's own steps. Like the priests of Baal, they became 
tired of waiting for their God; and so, to crush oppo* 
sition with an irresistible manifestation of Deity, have had 
recourse to deceits and illusions. Hence the false miracles 
with which it has at times been sought to help the cause 
of Christ. Men would lift the eternal veil, and bare the 
hidden arm, that the adversary might quail at the unde- 
niable presence of the Almighty ; and from the same root 
spring all attempts to substitute for the quiet, noiseless 
working of the Spirit, ecstatic impulses — sudden and irr 
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edstible demonstrations of His power. Contrariwise we 
may urge that it is the very characteristic of Christ Jesus, 
as the portion of His saints, that none but themselves 
should partake thereof. No alien foot may tread upon 
that holy ground, no impure lips may taste the waters, no 
unhallowed ear drink in the voices of that secret Canaan. 
This is the meaning of all those Scriptures in which 
our blessed Lord is said to feed His people with hidden 
manna, to write upon them a new name, to give unto them 
a new stone. He offers us Himself, not as an avenger 
to bring to bear upon His foes, but as our own refuge 
in the day of trouble — our own shadow from the heat, our 
own light in the darkness, the hidden home of our own 
souls, into which the world's warfare cannot follow them. 
But we may not attempt to hasten the majestio march of 
His counsels by rash pretensions or fanatical claims ; we 
may not, for the sake of convincing others or stimulating 
ourselves, exaggerate the tokens of His presence which 
He vouchsafes. One of the subtlest forms of spiritual 
disease with which we have to contend is the morbid 
craring for more sensible manifestations of Christ — the 
desire to materialise His presence, to make Him speak 
beyond all dispute to apathetic ears. Give thyself unto 
Him, and He will light up with celestial light eveiy dark 
spot around thee. In the presence of evil men and angels 
thou shalt see Him; by the waters of death thou shalt 
behold Him : but thou canst not force the recognition of 
Him on those who reject Him. It is still the law of 
His presence in this world of the sanctified and the un- 
sancllfied. ** It was a cloud and darkness to them, but it 
gave light by night to these; so that the one came not near 
the other aU the night." 

II. Let us pass on to the thought of Christ Jesus as 
the portion of His faithful in the world beyond the grave. 

Now there are many passages of Scripture which inti- 
mate that the main source of the rest and refreshment of 
the souls of the faithful dead is the felt presence of the 
Lord Jesus. This appears in our Lord's own promise to 
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the penitent tliief : " Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt 
thou he with me in Paradise.*' It was ^ot merely Paradise, 
but Paradise with Christ, which was to support him in 
that fierce death-struggle. And St. Paul speaks of himself, 
in relation to his own decease, as having a desire to depart 
land to be with Christ ; as though he anticipated, when 
unclothed of his mortal body, a closer communion with his 
LiOrd than even he, who had had more abundant revelations 
than any other, could enjoy whilst in the flesh. 

And such, it may be, is the full significance of those 
gracious words in which the saints are said to *' sleep in 
Jesus," as though their spirits rested in the felt embrace 
of the Everlasting Arms. 

From these passages, then, we at once collect, that 
whatever peace and strength faithful souls gather now 
from their secret communing with their Lord is but a 
foretaste of what will be theirs from the same source 
hereafter ; that which they share now is but the cluster of 
grapes and the pomegranates of Eshcol — a foretaste in 
the wilderness of the richness of the future portion. But 
how, it may be asked, will there be scope for the sympathy 
of the God-man, in a world where Satan hath no entrance 
and his people rest from their labours ? Indeed, we know 
little either of the needs of the disembodied soul, or His 
manner of supplying them, but inasmuch, as identity- of 
character is not destroyed by the act of dying, so that 
the soul in its disembodied state must be believed to 
possess still all those distinct characteristics which con- 
stitute individual personality — one exceeding in love, and 
another in faith, and another in meekness, and another in 
thankfulness — %.nd, on the other hand, one being more 
susceptible of fear than another — we may in a measure 
perceive how Christ may be engaged among the dead as 
among the living, in sympathising with and supplying 
unnumbered wants as varied as those of His people here. 
And we hence seem to approximate to the meaning of 
St. Paul, when he says, " For this end Christ both died 
and revived, that He might be Lord of the dead, and the 
living." Lord of the dead and the living! As the head 
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of the body, He has subjects to govern, a providence to 
exercise, modifications of individual character to satisfy in 
both worlds. They $xe worlds equally populous, equally 
diversified — two provinces of one and the same dominion* 
" See,*' says S. Chrysostom, " what a wide-extended mys- 
tery — see what exact providence ! Even for the departed 
He taketh care." And the apostle goes further. It would 
look as though he meant that it was expedient that the 
Lord of the dead should Himself have died — that as 
Christ must take human nature in order to be touched 
with the feeling of its infirmities, it was likewise needful 
that He should tarry awhile among the dead, in order that 
He might sympathise with the dead. God could not know 
the weakness of man, save by becoming man. And so 
with the dead. What know we of the disembodied soul, 
of its thoughts and feelings ? What we call death is pro- 
perly a state of existence. The dead have their own world, 
as unlike earth as heaven ; and if the Redeemer was to be 
Lord of the dead — if, during the lengthened period of the 
Church's warfare here. He was to be the shepherd of His 
faithful departed, as well as of those still bearing the bur- 
den and heat of the day — walking with them in Paradise, 
and keeping them in perfect peace — then (if we may so 
speak) was it requisite, according to St. Paul, that He 
should himself lie among the dead for a short space, and 
make himself familiar with their life, as He had already 
done with the common life of men. And herein, it may 
be, is the secret of the opposite estate of the faithful and 
unfaithful between death and judgment. The man who 
dies in sin, by the act of dying goes forth from the light 
of God*s presence. Here upon earth, whatever his unwor- 
thiness, he has at any rate lived in a world where God's 
love is manifested, God's name worshipped. He may not 
have valued the tokens of His Fatherliness, or the act 
of worship; nevertheless he has been rendered happier 
thereby ; but, this life over, he will open his eyes upon 
intolerable gloom, where there is no sign of love, no means 
of grace — where, in the hopeless ruin of his unsanctified 
nature, the presence of God will be felt only as an impe- 
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netrable pillar of cloud, outer darkness paralysing every 
effort of the blinded aud bewildered soul to uplift itself. 

On the other hand, the man who goes hence at peace 
with God goes forth only to a richer, fuller manifestation 
of the same Saviour who has been his hidden portion in 
this life. Whatever that unknown state may be, during a 
day and a night we are certified Christ Jesus abode in it, 
identifying himself with man in death as in life, that ever 
afterwards He might be unto them, out of the body as well 
as in the body, the portion of the soul ; so that the with- 
drawal of the outer world is but the withdrawal of what 
is, in fact, a screen between Christ and His faithful. It 
w^s so of old. The Egyptians marched close upon the 
Israelites, and the sun shone equally upon them, and the 
various features of the landscape were a guide equally to 
both : but the hours fled by, and the night set in ; and 
from the sight of the Egyptian king feded out all that in 
some degree cheered and helped him on his road ; and in 
place thereof he found himself encompassed with gross 
darkness, even " darkness that might be felt," unbroken 
by one kindly ray, barring every step, confounding the 
thoughts of every heart. And the chosen people — they 
too had trod their anxious path with the same sun above 
them, and the same rocks around; and on them, too, 
rushed down the night, and the familiar scene was hidden 
from their gaze ; but lo ! even as the outer light grew dim, 
more and more intense waxed the lustre of that unearthly 
fire. The natural light had but rendered more faint the 
supernatural ; earth had but prevented them from behold- 
ing heaven. The same withdrawal of the external world 
hid God utterly from Pharaoh, to his confusion, and 
revealed God more than before to Moses, as the strength 
of his hope. 

And thus, again, in that night much to be remembered, 
when the camps of Israel and of Egypt lay side by side on 
the Red Sea shore, may we find an image of what shall' 
be. Christ seen ! It is this which gives point to our exist- 
ence, which ennobles the meanest actions, alleviates the 
most vexing cares. Christ unseen ! It is this which takes 
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all dignity from our lives, all strength from our hearts, and 
leaves us adrift upon a barren ocean, the sport of every 
passion and every fear. Christ more perfectly seen may well 
be the cause of the faithful soul reposing hereafter in sure 
confidence ; Christ wholly unseen may be to the unfaithfiil 
the sufficient source of a terrible despair. I want no more 
to account for the present horror and terrible forebodings 
of the souls of the wicked, and the immediate peace and 
triumphant anticipations of the souls of the faithful, than 
to remember how God can be at the same moment light to 
His chosen and midnight to His foes — a pillar at once of 
fire and of cloud — himself the great gulf over which none 
can pass. It is of the presence of Christ Jesus in the 
intermediate state, sundering through the long watches 
of that night of death, the evil and the good, of which I 
seem to read in the mystic words, " It was a cloud and 
darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these : so 
that the one came not near the other all the night." 

"What portion have we in David? neither have we 
inheritance in the Soii of Jesse." Thus spake the ten tribes, 
and Israel departed every man to his tent. The feeling 
once admitted that David was to them " nothing," and 
there was an end of obedience. The indifference of the 
heart was speedily followed by the open rebellion of the life. 
And so, rest assured, must it be with ourselves and the 
Son of David. Only as long as we have a conscious portion 
in Him — only so long as there is an inward perception of 
Him as the fountain of our strength and our glory, shall 
we be able to work heartily in His cause. Our efforts to 
chasten and keep our own hearts and lives, our exertions 
to bring others under the power of His name, can only be 
lasting if we have ourselves a lively, deep appreciation of 
Him as our own secret portion. Many a man may for a 
time labour for good — many a clergyman may for awhile 
be zealous in his parish : professional feeling, ^e applause 
of men, will stir him for a time ; but the prolonged, sus- 
tained pleading for God with men, the working on against 
discouragements and disappointments — this can only be 
the result of the realisation of Christ Jesus as the portion 
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of oar own souls. The arms that are never to droop must 
be held up by Him. It is, therefore, a subject connected 
not only with our Christian privileges, but with our work 
in the Church of God, on which we have dwelt. " What 
portion have we in the Son of David?" If we are living 
a life hid with Him, then shall we never flag in our 
appointed task ; but if, when we speak of Him, we only 
use words, which our own souls have never translated, — 
if in the depths of our spirits He is a pillar of cloud 
and not a light of Are, then will there assuredly come 
about a gradual relaxation in our efforts, a deterioration of 
our* outward life, a subsiding into the ranks of the worldly 
and the careless. The external flame can only be fed by 
the unseen oil'; the ready will, the earnest desire, the un- 
failing hope, can be nourished only by the new com of 
that hidden portion which Christ Jesus Himself vouch- 
safes to be. 
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John, vi. 35. 
" / am the Bread ofLife!^ 

The discourse in which these words occur arose out of the 
miracle of the loaves ; in which our Lord had exhibited 
a power so astonishing that the people were more than 
ever attentive to hear Him, and eager to follow Him. 
Perceiving by what they were principally influenced in 
their present affection, He endeavoured, as He was wont, 
to derive spiritual instruction out of their low and carnal 
expectations ; and so to turn those thoughts heavenward 
which at present were fast bound to earth. He bade 
them not to labour for the meat which perisheth, but to 
think of that which should endure unto everlasting life, 
which He, the Son of Man, whom the Father had sealed 
for this very work, should give unto them, if they would 
only believe on Him. 

Their attention was so far arrested in His word, " Be- 
lieve on Him," that they asked what sign He showed them 
by which to believe on Him ; and remarked that their 
fathers were favoured with such a sign in the wilderness — 
for that God had given them bread from heaven to eat. 
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This at once prepared the way for the doctrine He de- 
sired to impress upon their minds. Reminding them that 
the manna which their fathers ate in the wilderness con- 
ferred no gift of life, for thej died who ate thereof, He 
proceeded to speak of a hread which came down from 
heaven, and which did confer the gift of life. And when 
they so far admitted the truth of His saying as to ask, 
apparently with solemnity and seriousness, as if they 
felt that some important truth was opening upon them, 
" Lord, evermore give us this bread," He answered them 
according to their faith, and said plainly, " I am the bread 
of life." 

His whole' discourse with them thus far precisely cor- 
responds with that which He held by Jacob's well with 
the woman of Samaria; when, having spoken to her of 
living water, and finding that the expression was not lost 
-upon her, but excited a desire in her mind to know what 
that living water could be, He further taught her, that 
whoso drank of the water of that well by which they were 
standing should thirst again ; land revealed Himself as the 
giver of the living water, which should be to them that 
drank thereof a well of water springing up unto everlasting 
life. Upon which she, too, like the Jews at Capernaum, 
said, " Sir, give me this water;" and was answered accord- 
ing to her faith, insomuch that He graciously condescended 
to abide in her city (Sychar) two days, and convinced both 
her, and many who heard Him, that He was Christ. 

But to return to that which is before us. The declara- 
tion that He was the bread of life, and that whoso came 
to Him should never hunger, offended the Jews who heard 
it. They murmured, and He reproved them, and warned 
them that He was now speaking what no one, unless taught 
of God, could understand. And He propounded that 
mystery to their faith, thus : ** Verily, verily I say unto you. 
He that believeth on me hath everlasting life. I am that 
bread of life," i. e. to those who believe ; and described 
that bread to be His flesh, which he would give for the 
life of the world. Upon this they strove again. The say- 
ing was too hard for Uiem ; they could not receive it. Yet 

F 
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He did not dimmish aught of the doctrine He had declared 
to them; but enforced it rather, saying, " Except ye eat 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye 
have no life in you." "My flesh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed;*' it strengthens and nourishes, 
it sustains and refreshes, all them that partake of it: 
yea, they shall live for ever ; as the * Father liveth of 
himself, as the Son liveth of the Father, so shall they 
receive the gift of eternal life from the Father, by the 
Son indwelling in them, through their faith. For this 
expression, " I am the bread of life,'* is not merely an illus- 
tration of the manner in which we derive nourishment from 
Christ; does not merely represent Him as our strength, 
and nourishment and support, in a figure, but contains the 
mystery of our incorporation into Him, as explained in the 
fifty-seventh verse of the same chapter, where it is written, 
" As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the 
Father, so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me : ** 
t. e. As the living Father hath sent me in the flesh, and, 
by virtue of that union which I have with the Godhead, 
eternal life is conveyed to this else perishable human 
body; even so he, who by sacramental participation unites 
himself with me, even he shall live by me. . 

There is much in all this to teach us with what 
feelings of reverence and devotion we ought to approach 
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, of which we cannot 
but be forcibly reminded by the whole substance of this 
discourse at Capernaum. For though our Lord's words, 
as concerning those to whom they were addressed, could 
not of course actually refer to an ordinance of which they 
had as yet no knowledge, yet the spiritual verity which 
imderlies the ordinance is one and the same with that 
which is taught in the passage we are considering ; and 
our Lord, while He set forth to His hearers the spiritual 
fruition of Himself — of which, by faith, they were capable 
—•so framed His words that they should agree with the 
sacrament He should afterwards ordain. And may we all, 
as we ponder His mysterious sayings in our heart, be 
•enabled truly to discern the Lord's body, and, holding 
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this mystery of the faith in a pure conscience, realise 
those hlessed influences which God hath annexed to it ; 
become, by frequent participation therein, so intimately 
and inseparably united unto Christ, that, as St. Paul saith, 
** neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, shall 
separate us from Him;" not only having Him indwell- 
ing in our hearts by faith, but being by the operation of 
the Holy Spirit, incorporated into Him, as our food 
becomes incorporated into the natural body, and is thereby 
the hidden source of growth and strength — " that we, 
being thus members of His body, of His flesh, of His 
bones," may be able to say with St. Paul, ** I live : 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me : and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave himself for me." And 
observe, our blessed Lord in this place of the Scrip- 
ture which we are considering doth not say " he that shdl 
eat my flesh dwelleth in me," as a solitary act, but he 
that *' eateth," as it were continually ; teaching us that 
it is not enough only once sacramentally to partake of 
His body, but, by an act of faith repeated continually, to 
partake again and again of the holy ordinance — showing 
His death in the way He has appointed, till He come : so, 
as conceiving worthily of His inestimable benefit, to live 
upon the heavenly food, till our strength is matured and 
our growth perfected by it, until the God of grace, who 
hath called us imto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
we have endured all His gracious will, shall have made us 
perfect, stablished, strengthened, settled us! This is 
the consummation we seek, brethren. True faith doth 
not think of Christ and his ordinances as you hear some 
men speak of them, coldly and weakly and indifferently — 
but seeks all good things in Him, hopes all good things 
from Him; we on our parts being made, by virtue, of 
His everlasting promises, sealed to us in His own ordi- 
nances, partakers of the divine nature ; Christ, on His 
part, having taken up His dwelling in us by an ineffable 
conjunction, through the power of the Holy Ghost. 
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We need not at any great length dwell upon the 
beginning of this state of grace and fayour in the other 
sacrament ; inasmuch as they who habitually refer their 
very life and being to Christ have no difficulty in per- 
ceiving how when thus, by rising again from the dead, He 
had established the spiritual completeness of the mediatorial 
kingdom — He initiated at once our admission into it by 
baptism, saying, " All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth." The power which was mine by nature 
as God, is now given unto me as man, as the second 
Adam bom to repair the mischief done by the first." 
*' Go ye, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost ; " elucidating, by that command, 
the mystery which He had himself shadowed forth to Nico- 
demus — the new birth of water and the Spirit : appointing 
a way in which those who should become sensible of their 
corrupt and fallen nature, and should heartily desire 
restoration to God's favour and the remission of their past 
sins, and all other benefits declared to them in the word, 
might be made partakers of Christ: which way took effect 
so soon as the Holy Ghost was pleased to consummate the 
work of our redemption, as it is written, " Then they that 
gladly received the word were baptized" — three thousand 
in a day ; and daily afterwards were added to the Church 
in the same way, by baptism, numbers more of such as 
should be saved. Saved ? how ? By baptism ; not indeed, 
as St. Peter saith, the mere putting away the filth of the 
flesh, but the answer of faith and a good conscience, by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. For all those to whom 
St. P-eter preached on the day of Pentecost — all those 
dead in their sins and the uncircumcision of their flesh — 
God did quicken together with Christ, whom He had 
raised from the dead. In them first was fulfilled, 
through their faith, and in their baptism, the birth, not of 
blood, not of that natural descent from Abraham in which 
they boasted themselves, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man — but of God, by the Spirit ! They 
had received Him who was sent unto them; therefore 
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gave He them power to become the sons of God— heirs 
with Himself of the everlasting kingdom ! Then the 
word which He spake upon the cross, so soon as the 
sacrifice of Himself was duly offered on that altar, ** It is 
finished," wsis, in a prophetic sense, also fulfilled in these, 
the first-fruits of His love. Elect were they, " according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sancti-^ 
fication of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkKng of 
the blood of Jesus Christ ; " and perceiving, by the light 
of the Spirit that was shed abroad in their hearts, the 
mystery of their marvellous redemption, they began at 
once, as you will remember, to live in the confession of it. 
** They continued stedfastly in the Apostles* doctrine and 
fellowship, and in prayer," and, as was most natural they 
should, in that mode of approach unto and communion 
with Christ which He instituted for a perpetual memorial 
of His death. 

And if we may judge from the writings of the Apostles 
which have come down to us what the effects were upon 
their hearts and consciences, upon their affections and their 
whole conversation, of this continual handling of the holy 
and heavenly mysteries, and of the intercourse they had 
with those who had heard, and seen with their eyes, and 
looked upon, and handled with their hands the word of 
life, it would seem that their ordinary life was a realisa- 
tion of that which is described in the exhortation addressed 
to communicants in our Prayer-book, as the benefit of 
receiving the Holy Sacrament with a true penitent heart, 
and lively faith : " Then we spiritually eat the flesh of 
Christ and drink His blood ; then we dwell in Christ, and 
Christ in us ; we are one with Christ, and Christ with us." 
Who has not felt, in hearing those words from time to 
time, that they are in some way too much above the ordi- 
nary tone of our lives? But with the first converts it 
was much less so — to them, indeed, ** to live was Christ." 
Christ was in all their thoughts. Bead the opening of 
St. Paul's first epistle to the Corinthians ; and see how 
he writes out of a full heart to them whose hearts must 
have been full likewise after the same manner: — ** Paul, 
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called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the vrill 
of God, and Sosthenes our brother, unto the church of 
God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every 
place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both 
theirs and ours : grace be unto you, and peace, fron^ God 
our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank 
toy God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which 
is given you by Jesus Christ ; that in everything ye are 
enriched by Him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge ; 
even as the testimony of <Christ was confirmed^ in you: 
so that ye come behind in no gift ; waiting for the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall also confirm you 
unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." (1 Cor. i. ]-8.) 

From what could this manner of address proceed, but 
from His presence constantly sought — from constant 
showing of His death — from that habit, which is de- 
scribed in the beginning of the book of the Acts, of con- 
tinuing daily with one accord in the Temple, and break- 
ing bread from house to house — from the recollection, 
constantly before their minds, that the bread which they 
brake was the communion of the body of Christ ; the cup 
, of blessing, the communion of His blood ? 

As worldly men are apt to be speaking ever of them- 
selves, because Self is the idol whom they worship, so 
these ever spake of Christ, because He was ever present 
to their hearts, reigning in their inmost affections. He 
was soul-sustenance to them — the bread of life. Amply 
He had fulfilled to them His own prophecy, — " He that 
Cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that belie veth 
in me shall never thirst." What seems to us to be re- 
dundancy of expression, through the weakness of our faith 
and love, did but fill up the measure of theirs. 

Two reflections, in connexion with the subject we are 
considering, appear to me right and fitting to be made on 
such an occasion as the present, when we are assembled 
together with one aim and object, — to stir up, with God's 
help,, spiritual life in ourselves and others, in these. 
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parishes \vhitber we are sent to preach the word of God ; 
and (God grant !) to endeavour to carry back with us to 
our own, fresh sparks of heavenly flame, derived from 
mutual sympathy of Christian hearts, in meditation on 
God's word, by united prayer. 

One of these reflections is concerning the Sacrament of 
Baptism ; that it is very desirable that it should be cele- 
brated according to the direction in the Prayer-book, 
** when most people are assembled together." But this, 
for any efficacy it may have in awakening men's minds to 
the truth, depends on the sympathy and concurrence of 
all Christian people. The congregation must be entirely 
consentient, or harm and not good will be done, where 
this ancient, godly practice, has been disused. In the 
parish where I have the honour to minister, in three large 
churches it hath been always done so for many years past, 
the people fully approving ; and I feel confident, with an 
excellent eflect on men's minds in general concerning the 
dignity of this holy mystery. For, seeing it with their 
own eyes so carefully and honourably performed, and in 
public, they think more of it. If at first the difficulty 
of finding sponsors to come forward in the presence of the 
congregation was more felt, it has been abundantly com* 
pensated in the fact that improper persons shrink from 
undertaking that office ; and the necessity of seeking 
out among their friends those who feel the importance 
of it is more manifest to the parents. Instead of lessen- 
ing the number of children brought to be baptized, as 
some said it would do, it has very considerably increased 
it. But what is most important, and indeed, nearly 
connected with the doctrines we are considering, is, that 
our privileges in Christ Jesus are thereby continually 
impressed in oilr hearing, in very striking and forcible 
language: the simplest truths of the Gospel, such as 
our being conceived and bom in sin ; our need of prayer 
to God for that thing which by nature we cannot have ; 
God's answer to our prayer, that He will surely keep and 
perform His promise ; will receive the children we thus 
present unto Him ; will sanctify them with the Holy Ghost ; 
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"will give them the kingdom, of heaven and everlasting life : 
all these truths, and our duty to live according to these 
truths, and to remember our Christian profession, are so 
set forth in that service that it is almost impossible men 
should not become better by the hearing, and have thoughts 
put into their hearts, as the words of the, service become 
familiar to them, which shall abide there, and bring forth 
fruit. And I think no one who rightly considers these 
benefits would set against them his own objection to having 
the service (not always, remember, but on certain set days) 
prolonged. In practice, the congregations are never thinner 
on that morning, or that evening, when it is known the 
Sacrament of Baptism will be administered. And surely, 
as ministers of Christ, we are bound not to let slip those 
useful admonitions of our state and responsibility, which 
are contained in that service, by which, as much as by any 
thing we can say in preaching, the hearers must have their 
attention drawn to the work of God in their own soul, 
whether it be indeed progressing, or they falling back 
into that deadly slumber in trespasses and sins in which 
all men lie buried naturally. 

The other reflection to which, in conclusion, I would 
invite your willing minds, is with regard to the frequency 
of the administration, or rather of the receiving, of the 
Holy Communion. 

It has been erroneously thought by some, that to receive 
frequently must necessanly take off from the solemnity 
and effect of the ordinance ; which without watchfulness it 
would undoubtedly do^ as is seen in some lamentable cases. 
But with watchfulness it is quite the contrary : so far from 
taking anything from its true value, by thus weakening 
the mere impression of it upon the feelings, which is the 
chief thing meant in that argument, it is found that by 
habitual watchful use, when the whole external part, such 
as the words, the postures, the manner of receiving or 
administering, have become quite natural, so as scarcely to 
require any fresh act of the will to perform, the applica- 
tion of the spiritual benefit to the soul has become less 
hindered than in the case of infrequent approach to the 
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holy table, when small things are apt to distract the atten- 
tion, and when often a man has felt^ after all due prepara- 
tion before he went, that the act of deyotion in which he 
hoped to find comfort hath been coldly and imperfectly done. 
And then, as regards heart prepturation. Sorely to be 
in a constant readiness to receive the Lord^s sapper, as 
they ought to be who are frequent or constant communi- 
cants, is in itself a higher state than that of such as 
live in the main remissly, and then, for a brief space be* 
fore receiving, with a certain unnatural rigidness. The 
danger of formality will be greater, of course, in the case 
of habitual communicants, if there be lack of watchfulness ; 
but that being duly kept in view, I would ever plead for an 
increased frequency in all who are able to bear it, and 
would specially recommend such as are desolate and 
afflicted to make their resort continually, whenever the 
opportunity is afforded them, to Him who freely invited 
such to come unto Him for refreshment and rest unto 
their souls. 

And sure I am, brethren, that as we come unto 
Him more frequently He will make Himself known to 
us more. We shall the more easily apprehend that for 
which we are also apprehended of Him. We shall see 
Him in the various similitudes under which He is pre- 
sented to us in the volume of the Book, and shall derive 
strength from the meditation. Thus, He is the Tree 
o£ Life, whose leaves are for the healing of the nations ; 
the Vine, whose branches we are ; the Head, in whom the 
members live and move ; the Door by which we enter into 
life ; the Comer-stone, on whom the whole spiritual building 
rests immovable ; the Temple of living stones, each com- 
plete in Him, and well compacted. He is the Rock that 
follows His pilgrim people ; the Manna that feeds them in 
the wilderness ; He is the bright and Morning Star in our 
darkness ; the Sun of righteousness, with healing in His 
wings ; a Fire to purge away our dross and our defilement ; 
He is the consolation of this sin-stricken worid ; the 
Rose of Sharon and the Lily of the valleys — Sharon, 
that fertile plain in Palestine, where still in the spring- 
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time the rose and the lily are said to hloom. Fit em- 
hleras these of that strength, refreshment, heauty, sta- 
bility, or nurture, or healing, which we derive from Him 
through faith ! Doubtless these many signs, and others, 
were given us, in order that we should have Him always 
before our eyes ; when we lie down and when we rise up ; 
when we sit in our houses and when we walk by the way; 
that whenever we go forth, His law, written as it were on 
our gates and door-posts, should meet us ; yea, that Christ, 
who is " the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth," should stand before us. " When I awake," 
said holy David, " I am still with Thee," following up 
what he had said just before, " How precious are Thy 
thoughts unto me, O God I how many and strong are the 
heads of them ! " i. e. the thoughts which I have of Thee, 
the thoughts which Thy word and Thy Spirit infuse into 
my heart concerning Thee, how precious, how bright they 
are! 

And surely, brethren, if Christ, by such incidental no- 
tices of Him in Scripture (so to speak) is thus present 
with us ; if the sun and the stars, and the face of nature, 
and the work of men's hands, and the things we see and 
hear, and touch, and taste, and smell, are made to speak 
unto us of Him, much more ought these two signs, spe- 
cially ordained by Him, to speak of Him to our hearts 
and consciences, with their hidden meaning, continually: 
— holy Baptism, whenever it is administered ; the Lord's 
Supper, or Holy Communion, whenever we come unto 
Him therein, seeking grace, and strength, and refresh- 
ment, as we have been taught. May the manifestation of 
Himself in these signs profit us and all men ! May the 
Water of Life for ever cleanse, His holy Body for ever 
feed us, His Blood refresh us evermore ! 



CHRIST'S MINISTERS TEE SALT OF THE 

EARTH. 



A SERMON 

PREACHED BY THE VERY REV. THE DEAN OF 

WESTMINSTER. 



€€ 



Matt. v. 13. 

Ye are the salt of the earth: huiifihe salt have lost 
hie savoury wherewith shall it be salted f it is thence^ 
forth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be 
trodden underfoot ofmenJ 
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These words were addressed, my brethren, by Christ our 
Lord, to the whole body of His disciples, and not especially 
or exclusively to those who constituted, or should hereafter 
constitute, the ministry in His Church. It might there- 
fore be felt, perhaps, by some, that they had no especial 
fitness on which to ground an exhortation, upon an occasion 
like the present, to you who are about to receive this 
special ministry, with its great gifts and solemn responsi- 
bilities. It has seemed otherwise to me, and for two 
reasons : First, there was something of a priestly or minis- 
terial character about the whole little band of the first 
disciples, including as it did within itself the Twelve, and 
probably, most of the Seventy; which would justify me in 
transferring words spoken to them to others, clothed or 
about to be clothed with the same office as theirs ; and 
then, secondly, granting, as I most freely . do, that the 
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whole Church, the whole body of believing men, and not 
those only to whom a dispensation of the Word and Sacra- 
ments has been committed, are the true salt of the 
earth; and desiring in no least degree to arrogate this 
title merely to the office-bearers therein, still I feel that 
they are, so to speak, the " salt of the salt ; '* in the main 
the guardians of the whole Church's spiritual life, which 
life, in so far as it gains strength in them, it will gain 
strength in all ; while if it decays in them, it will decay 
in all. As the priest and the prophet, so the people 
will be. 

We have good right, therefore, to claim these words, 
and apply them to you, who are just about to be ordained 
to a ministry in Christ's Holy Church. We have good 
right to endeavour to derive from them for you, for our- 
selves also, the called already, such lessons as they are 
best capable of yielding. May God the Holy Ghost accom- 
pany and bless this word of ours ! 

The words which we have before us naturally and most 
conveniently suggest a threefold division of the subject. 
First, there is a dignity : "Ye are the salt of the earth." 
Then, secondly, a danger — losing our savour; a thing the 
more dangerous, as we are appointed not to get a savour 
from others, but to impart one to them. And then, thirdly, 
a doom ; such savourless salt shall '' be cast out, and trodden 
under foot of men." Let us consider these three points in 
their natural order and succession. 

And first, the dignity — ** Ye are the salt of the earth." 
I need hardly remind you of the worth and honour of salt 
in the estimation of all antiquity. ** Salt is good," was 
alike the conviction of all ; and if of profane antiquity, still 
more of sacred, as is sufficiently indicated in l^e single 
fact that it was an indispensable element in every sacrifice. 
"Every sacrifice," in our Lords own words, "shall be 
salted with salt ; " referring as He did herein to the express 
command of Moses, " Every oblation of thy meat-offering 
shalt thou season with salt ; neither shalt thou suffer the 
salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy 
meat-offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer 
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salt." Now there can be no doubt that what rendered 
salt this indispensable accompaniment of every sacrifice 
was this, namely, its power to stay the progress of cor- 
ruption ; to keep that on which it was sprinkled, or with 
which it was mingled, pure, and wholesome, and sweet. 
And it was this property of salt, no doubt, that Christ 
had in His eye, transferring it to spiritual things, when He 
said to His disciples, " Yo are the salt of the earth." It 
is in this sense, and because of this quality of resisting 
corruption, that I wish to transfer it, and apply the words 
to you. ^ 

If, indeed, you ask, as you well may. How could the 
disciples of old — how can we — how can any — be the salt 
which Christ speaks of here? are not we of the same 
corrupt mass as others, naturally tending to th« same 
decay and death as they are ? this is, indeed, most true. 
But just as the Lord, in the verse following, addresses 
these same disciples, " Ye are the light of tho world " 
— while yet we know that He was, and is, the Light of the 
world; and they were darkness, and if now light, only 
"light in the. Lord," light as they were illuminated by 
Him — so here, ** Ye are the salt of the earth,^' is to be 
understood in a sense not different : salt, because they 
had been themselves salted with grace, salted with the 
purifying fire of the Holy Ghost, and so capable of im- 
parting a savour of incorruption to others. It is the same 
with you. These words can only be true of you, as you 
have been baptized with the Holy Ghost and with fire ; 
as Christ, the Pure and the Purifier, dwells in you. Then, 
indeed, having Him in your hearts, you have salt in your- 
selves, and you may be what you are declared to be, what 
you are appointed to be, what you cannot, without infinite 
guilt, fall short of being — ** the salt of the earth." And 
as Elisha said, when he cast the salt from a new cruse 
into the bitter and barren-making streams of Jericho, "Thus 
saith the Lord, I have healed these waters : there shall 
not be from thence any more death or barren land ; " so 
you shall contribute to heal the bitter waters of this 
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t7orld, which have been made so through sin, and to 
change their bitter into sweet. 

Think of these words, and magnify your office. Christ 
has magnified it, and we need not be afraid to do so as 
well ; for indeed, while we cannot think too humbly, too 
meanly, of ourselves, we cannot at the same time think 
too grandly, too magnificently, of the office which we bear ; 
being, as it is, one appointed for the salvation of men. 
Contemplate often that ministry which you are under- 
taking, under the noble aspects which these words of 
Christ suggest — " Ye are the salt of the earth;" set in 
the world to stay that advance of moral corruption which 
in single hearts and in vast societies is ever threatening 
to bring everything to decay, to dissolution, and death — 
to do this, not by any wisdom, strength, or holiness of 
your own, nor by any schemes of man's devising, not by 
statesman's craft, or moralist's teaching, but as those who 
believe that Christ is the one principle of incorruption in 
the world ; as those appointed to bring His word, His truth, 
Christ in His ordinances, Christ in His sacraments, Christ 
the forgiver of the guilt of sin, Christ the remover of the 
stains of sin, Christ the subduer of the power of sin ; to 
bring Him, and all of His which in that Ordination is com- 
mitted to you, to bear on the world's corruption, as the 
only power capable of resisting or overcoming it — to delay 
that corruption where you cannot wholly stay it, and yet 
at the same time to count nothing as truly done where 
you have not planted Christ, a principle of life, there where 
sin, a principle of death, was ruling before. 

Such is the dignity; but next, the danger. And what 
is that ? that you, this salt of the earth, should lose your 
own savour, and so become incapable of imparting a savour 
to others. We know in the natural world how easily a 
little damp, a little moisture in the atmosphere, will affect 
the quality of salt ; will deprive it of much, if not all its 
sharp and biting and seasoning powers; will leave it flat 
and blunt and strengthless, useless, or nearly, useless, for 
the one purpose to which it is designed. No less a danger 
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besets us. The world in which we live is no favourable 
atmosphere for us, set as we are to be the salt of the 
earth. Many things are against us here ; many things at 
work to cause us to abate our edge, to come down from our 
heights, to lose our saltness ; as the wear and tear of the 
world ; the having to do exactly the same things many times 
over, and day after day ; familiarity with sacred things, 
which, if it does not hallow, inevitably unhallows the spirit ; 
the example of others who, having lowered their own 
standard, seek also to lower ours; the old corruption of 
our hearts, which, subdued it may be for a while, is ever 
seeking to gather strength anew. 

What need, therefore, earnestly to watch against this 
so great danger ! But how, it may be asked, shall we best 
do this ? The first thing which is essential here is that 
we perceive how real that danger is, how near it lies to 
every one of us. We shall best guard ourselves from be- 
coming this savourless salt, first, by keeping ever in mind the 
imminent peril we are in of becoming such, the easy and 
almost unperceived steps by which we may arrive at this 
miserable consummation. It does not need any gross 
crying sins to bring us to it. Nay, perhaps one of diese 
might have startled, and so arrested, us in our downward 
career. It is not an abrupt and steep, it is a gently slop- 
ing way. It only needs a little remission in watchfulness, 
a little coldness and carelessness in prayer, a little excess 
in things lawful, a little allowance in things doubtful, a 
little indulgence in proud ambitious imaginations, a little 
shunning of things painful to the flesh, a little shrinking 
from the cross; and before we are aware of it, we may have 
travelled far and fast on the road to this ruin. Brethren, 
let us not wait till we have reached it. Let us often 
pause and ask ourselves, Am I at all growing to be this 
savourless salt? losing my first love, my first zeal, un- 
girding the loins of my mind, taking up with a lower 
standard than that with which I began ? And if our hearts 
tell us, as they often will, that it is even so, that the 
downward progress in us has begun, oh, then let us betake 
ourselves at once to Christ, the only Lord of our life ; let 
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us go straight to Him, who quickened us once, and who 
only can quicken us again ; and let us take with us such 
words as these — O Thou who madest the spirit of man 
at the first, breathe a second spirit of thy grace to inspire 
our dead souls with a second and better life. Thou who, 
after the deluge, by that happy wind of thine, didst dry 
up the forlorn dregs and slime, and renew the face of the 
earth, cause a new face of zeal and grace to appear on our 
souls. Thou who didst breathe with thy Spirit on the dry 
bones in the valley, till at thy potent breath they were 
clothed with flesh and colour, and stood on their feet, an 
army of living men, look with pity on our dry, dead, and 
sapless bones ; breathe on them with the same Spirit of 
power ; renew, repair, revive thy work in us. Thou 
knowest what I am, how far I have declined from Thee, 
what still worse I am in danger of becoming, even that 
embodied hypocrisy, that living lie, an ambassador without 
a message^ a well without water, a cloud without rain, 
salt with no power of salting, a spiritual mau without the 
Spirit. Lord, save me from this. Plead with Him thus^ 
and He will hear ; He will repair. He will renew. He will 
revive His work in thy soul. 

But if we will not betake ourselves to Him, if we 
suffer declension to pass into decay, and decay into death, 
if we, appointed to impart life to others, shall have 
quite lost it in ourselves, then hear the doom, the most 
terrible but also the most just, which is in store for us, 
the salt that shall have lost its savour : " It is thence- 
forth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trod- 
den under foot of men." Observe, I pray you, that " trod- 
den under foot of men,*' which follows the being cast out 
or rejected of God ; for there lies the stress of the doom, 
the immeasurable humiliation of it. A Church from 
which the savour and strength of divine grace have de- 
parted, perishes not by the immediate hands of God — that 
were too noble a destiny-^- but of men, often of the very 
men whom it sought to conciliate by becoming itself as 
the world. It obtains no favour by this coming down from 
its height, and declaring that it is no supernatural body 
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at all, but only itself another form of tKe world. The 
true world loves it not a whit the better for this ; nay, 
presently hates it : for the Church can never quite abdicate 
its pretensions, and the world resents with a certain rude 
justice the pretensions of the Church, so sood as it is plain 
that there are no powers of life and godliness effectually 
working in it to justify these pretensions. 

And stronger, perhaps, even than the feeling of hatred, 
is that of contempt. There is no obloquy, no shame, no 
scorn, like that which is poured on an unworthy priest- 
hood. This is God's just judgment upon it, in the words of 
the prophet Malachi, — " Therefore have I also made you 
contemptible and base befote all the people, according as 
you have not kept my ways, but have been partial in the 
law." Truly the saltless salt is trodden under foot of 
men ; and from the highest, descends to be very lowest of 
all. And as with the whole body of a priesthood, when 
this spiritual death has reached the whole, so with any 
member of it, when, though the body remains sound, he has 
given room in himself for this death. " The prophet that 
speaketh lies he is the tail ;" for, indeed, there is no such 
unprofitableness as his, the spiritual man's, who is nol 
spiritual. The thing needs but be stated to reveal the ab- 
surd contradiction which it involves ; the same as would 
be involved in the ploughman who could not plough, or 
the delver who could not delve ; and the world feels with 
an instinct which it is impossible to condemn, that of 
such cumberworlds, who neither set forward the work of 
this world nor the next, it cannot be rid too soon ; even as 
it will seek to show in its manner of effecting the riddance, 
the extreme scorn with which it regards them. 

Have these things, I beseech you, in your minds, in all 
your intercourse with men. Seek to be loved even of 
the world, if you may. There was one who had good 
report of all men, and of the truth itself ; and there is, no 
doubt, a side on which religion presents itself in an 
amiable light to the world itself. But this of being loved 
by it is not always possible. There arrives a time, sooner 
or later, when the Church and the world, the spiritual man 

o 
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and the natural, must part company, if each is true to his 
own principles. But when this time arrives, and you 
have your choice of being hated by the ungodly world for 
your resistance to it, or despised by it for your unworthy 
submission to it, and conformity with it, remember, I 
beseech you, that you may survive hate; you assuredly 
will survive such hate as this ; yea, the haters may them- 
selves become lovers, and worship before you, and confess 
that God is with you of a truth : but contempt is fatal ; 
there is no recovery from it. 

This contempt may thinly veil itself in words of 
respect, in lip-homage and lip-honour; but it will be only the 
more contemptuous, because it thinks to put you off with 
these, assumes that you will not penetrate this thin mask 
it wears, and is little concerned whether you do penetrate 
it or not. And the despisers, even while they are giving 
these fair words, welcoming back him, who seemed to have 
forsaken them for a while, once more among themselves, 
with what inward satisfaction will they regard him, as 
he is making himself common and profane ; sinking down, 
it may be, into an ordinary worldling, in nothing distin- 
guishable from those about him. Or it will be still better 
pleased if he be one disposed to take a foremost part, and 
who thus makes himself viler still, comes forth as the 
sycophant of courts, or the flatterer of mobs, the taker- 
up of popular cries, ever on the side of the strongest, 
howling with the wolves, lowering his own theology to 
the demands of an ignorant multitude, adapting the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints, the truths of Him 
who is " the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever," to the 
shifting requirements of a shallow and presumptuous age, 
holding up to popular hatred all who refuse to do 
the same. Let there be such a man, and the world will 
make much of him, as Balak made much of Balaam ; it 
will make much of him so long as it hopes to use him, 
so long as it hopes to get any service out of him against 
the true Israel of God, so long as it hopes to obtain 
some sort of consecration from him for the profane arms 
which it is wielding against the Church of Christ. But 
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when this hope fails, or when it has obtained from him all 
that he is capable of yielding, then it dismisses him with 
scorn, rejects him as the sea rejects and vomits up after 
a while the corpses which itself has swallowed up — or, to 
return to the image of my text, the saltless salt is trodden 
under foot of men. 

Who is there that does not shudder at such a doom for 
himself, or for any whom he loves? Oh, then, so live, so 
conduct this ministry which is even now about to be 
committed to you, that whatever else the world may do, 
hate you, speak evil of you, persecute you, smite you, it 
may never despise you. That is the only thing which will 
be ruinous to you. You may make many mistakes in your 
ministry ; no doubt you will make many, and they may 
impede your ministry for a while ; but you will recover 
from them. It is only, I repeat, contempt which is fatal. 
And there is but one way to secure yourselves against 
this. There is but one way to overawe the world, and 
that, not by high talk about the Church and the claims of 
the Church, but through being what you profess to be 
— " Cujtu vita fulgor, ejtis verba tonitrua,'' You are 
called "salt of the earth;" see that you are such : not, 
indeed, salt in yourselves, but salt in Him, even in that 
Lord, who first, " by the Eternal Spirit, offered himself 
without spot to God," and who now, by the same Spirit, 
will so arrest in you that natural corruption which is as 
much yours as any of your brethren's, that you shall be 
enabled to offer yourselves an acceptable offering, to 
Him — and this is not all — but having thus offered your- 
selves, to offer also an offering of your brethren, sanctified 
by the same Holy Ghost. Ask of Him evermore that He 
would salt you with the fire of the Holy Ghost ; ask of 
Him that, if need be, and if only so you can keep your 
saltuess. He would salt you with the fire of tribulation — 
with any fire, so that you be never salted with the fire of 
eternal judgment. 

And you, dear brethren, lay-members of our Church, 
spectators and witnesses of this solemn act just about to 
be completed, the sending forth of a new band of labourers 
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into the Lord's vineyard, be, I beseech you, much more 
than mere spectators and witnesses here. Brethren, pray 
for us. You have heard of some of die dangers to which 
we are exposed, some of the temptations which beset us. If 
we succumb to them, the deeper damnation will, indeed, be 
ours; but you will suffer too. Our coldness, our indolence, 
our heartlessness in the work, will, in one shape or another, 
reach you; it will be felt in every detail of our ministry, 
and we, who have first lowered the tone of our own spiritual 
life, shall not cease till we have lowered yours. If we are con- 
tentious, suspicious, ready to fall out with another, to ex- 
communicate one another, full of narrow party spirit, 
these our strifes, our suspicions, our quarrels we shall 
not keep to ourselves; they will reproduce themselves in 
your ranks, and you will suffer from them as much, or 
nearly as much, as we do. If a veil falls upon our 
hearts, so that Christ the Lord is hidden from our eyes, 
the freeness of His grace, the fulness of His offices, 
the power of His blood to cleanse, of His Spirit to 
sanctify, how can we effectually declare Him unto you ? If 
we become salt that has lost its savour, with what shall you 
be salted? Brethren, for our sake, and for your own, pray 
for us : that God would endue His ministers with right- 
eousness, and make in this way His chosen people to be 
joyful. 
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Philemon 9. 
'^ Being such an one as Paul the aged^ 

We are brlDging, my brethren, to an end, the series of special 
services which have occupied many of you with us during 
the week which has just passed. To-morrow morning and 
this church will resume its usual tale of lenten devotions. 
Our special work here, for the present, will be done. 
During these past few days we have striven — God knows 
how earnestly — according to our power, to bring the great 
truths of His everlasting Gospel home to your hearts. Wo 
have sought to multiply the prayers, the intercessions, the 
communions, the preachings of the week; and you have 
heard, my brethren, from day to day, words of unusual 
power — yea, words of burning life. Strong arms have bent 
the bow, and the winged arrows of God's conviction have 
been shot on the ventures of faith hither and thither. 
Where have they struck ? Between the joints of what 
sinner's harness have they pierced ? Where has the sweet 
voice of the everlasting Gospel won its way into ears and 
to hearts strangers till now to its blessedness ? Where, my 
beloved brethren? — God knows. With Him is all the result. 
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From Him must be all the fruit. To His great glory it 
has been humbly offered. From His great grace has been 
daily, hourly sought by us all the blessing : even that the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ — that name which is above 
every name — may be magnified amongst us — in the con- 
version of sinners, in the building up of saints, in the com- 
forting of the elect. In His hands of power — with His 
heart of love we leave it, humbly beseeching Him, as He 
sees fit, to grant the increase. But then, even as we leave 
it, all the longing, yearning desires of our hearts gather 
themselves up into this one declaration of the great Apostle 
St. Paul, ** Now we live, if ye stand fiast in the Lord.*' 
Yes, my brethren, for all of you, whatever is your knowledge 
of Christ — this is the earnest desire of our hearts. For 
those in whom, by God's grace, the first spark of love to 
Him has just been kindled — for those in whom the dying 
flame has been nourished, and made for a while at least to 
bum up again with a fitful, flittering brilliancy — for those 
whose habitual carefulness has been increased, the habitual 
brightness of whose life of faith has been stirred, so that 
it is burning now with a steadier and truer flame — we 
have but one desire — that ye ** stand fast in the Lord." 

Standing fast in the Lord ! What words for us to use 
— for us whose nature, fallen as it is, bears the curse of 
Eeuben of old, '* unstable as water, thou shalt not excel ** 
— for us failing, restless, capricious creatures, to talk of 
standing fast in the Lord ! And yet there is a truth in 
tjiese words. There is, blessed be God, even such a gift 
as this in heaven's treasury — such a gift in the treasure* 
house of God for every one of us — for every one who will 
indeed seek heartily to make it his own. In some respects 
it is the greatest treasure there — the most comprehensive, 
the most unbounded, the most all-embracing — this gift of 
steadfastness, this gift of perseverance to the end, this gift 
of the grace which wins the crown, and which wafts the 
rescued soul into the everlasting haven. 

It is of this that I would strive to speak to you to-night, 
for there is great need that we should examine into it and 
dwell upon it. Just in proportion, mark you, to the infinite 
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blessing of obtaining it, is the unspeakable loss of losing 
it. And how many do lose it? how many everywhere— »■. 
how many who began well — how many who seem to be most 
promising? So it has been from the very beginning — 
even from the first preaching of this Gospel of Christ 
there have been all sdong the coast-edge along which we 
are tracking our dangerous way, beacon-lights warning us 
of the rocks upon which we too have made shipwreck. 
The actual presence of the Lord himself could not keep 
Judas from such a wreck ; and Pentecost in its freshness, 
and the burning words of an apostle, and that apostle 
St. Paul, could not withhold Demas too ^om wrecking 
his hopes for eternity on the love of this world. Surely, we 
are like men going along the edge of some precipice-— 
treading some narrow path upon the beetUng brow which 
overlooks the deep below, and all along that deep, beneath 
our pathway, lie the bones, the whitening bones, of those 
who once were treading this selfsame path, whose fSetces 
seem to be turned where we trust ours are set, who 
were looking Zionward, and yet who fell and perished. 
I say, whose faces seemed to be turned there ; because, 
in the sight of God there was always a diiference between 
the one and the other. The end was to His eye always 
in the beginning; the conclusion always clear from the 
oommencement. Never to that eye of His did Judas in 
the first beginning of his following of the Lord — when, 
doubtless, his feelings were moved — when, doubtless, 
there was a resemblance to the others, in what seemed 
to be a faithful giving up of the world that he might cast 
in his lot with Christ, never to that eye did Judas seem 
like Peter. No, not when Judas seemed to be the 
strongest, and when Peter seemed the weakest. No, not 
when Peter was down in the dust and shame of the 
denial of his Master, and Judas in the first flush of 
following after Him ; not even then to that eye did Judas 
seem to be faithful, or Peter seem to be a deceiver. 

But though the eye of God saw the distinction, it 
was, remember, only the eye of God that saw it. To man 
it seemed that both were travelling along the same road. 
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Ab ! my brethren, and doubtless there are those still to 
whom it seems so of themselves. No doubt, in the 
greater number of these instances, the man himself is 
the most of all deceived by this appearance of good. It is 
only the rare and avowed hypocrite who acts from the 
conscious intention of deceiving others. That is not the 
common course. The common course of half-converted 
men is, that they deceive themselves in the first place« 
They hope that all is right ; they cling desperately to the 
feelings and practices of a religious life, to enable them to 
quiet conscience, and in doing this they often seem to be 
right : and, therefore, it is of great moment, that at such a 
season as this we should seek with unusual carefulness into 
the distinctive marks of that giving of the whole heart to 
God, which is essential to steadfastness, ** lest the promise 
being left us of entering into His rest, any of you should 
seem to come short of it." For, oh ! the loss if you come 
short of it — oh, the infinite loss if, out of this great con- 
gregation to-night, but one soul, for which Christ died, 
should be banished for ever from the sight of God, to dwell 
as the companion and in the likeness of devils ! Let us 
then see what is this grace of steadfastness. How do we 
know -^ how can we seek — how can we win — how can we 
perfect it ? These are our questions to-night. 

Now it is to help you to some such practical answer as 
can be given in the short time we can devote to the con- 
sideration of these questions, that I have sought to turn 
your thoughts for a few minutes to " such an one as Paul 
the aged," for in him we may trace out this grace from 
first to last. We see the human side of the grace in what 
he was — we are taught the divine side of it in what by 
revelation he speaks to us concerning that which upheld 
him. It is a marvellous manif^^station that we have, in 
studying the character of St. Paul, of what the converted 
man is, and how the grace of God works in him. And in 
this map of redeemed humanity the stream of the stead- 
fastness of the elect is one principal feature which we can 
mark in it. Look well into it. 

First, then, where does it arise ? What is the cause of 
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the Steadfastness of God*s faithful servant ? Sorely there is 
but one cause — God*s eternal love — the love that He had 
to that creature before the world was — before the eldest 
child of creation was breathed into being — before the hosts 
of archangels began to people the heavens — in the deep 
calm of the pre-existent eternity, when there was nought 
save what there was from eternity, tha self-existing God, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Yes, in the 
unfathomable counsels of the eternal Three, in the love of 
the Triune Jehovah, is the cause of the steadfastness of 
any of the elect. To what does the apostle trace it? 
Surely he traces it to this source when he says, " Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ, according as He hath chosen us in Him 
before the foundation of tiie world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before Him;" and, again, when he says, 
dealing with this great matter, — ** Whom He did foreknow 
them He did 'predestinate, and whom He did predestinate 
them He called, and whom He called them He justified, 
and whom He justified them He also glorified." He 
traces, that is to say, from the beginning to the end, the 
salvation of every child of Adam, to the eternal love of the 
everlasting Tbree, to the eternal love of the undivided One. 
Yes, my brethren, in the counsels of the Almighty's mind, 
where there lies stretched out before the eye of the All- 
seeing, all that shall ever be as though already it had 
been — there was seen distinctly the mysterious meeting- 
p^ace of each reasonable being He had created, with the 
Spirit that should strive with Him in His day of grace — 
there was seen the issue of that mysterious struggle — 
there was known to God who would yield, and who would 
resist His grace, and the love of the Almighty rested in 
the purposes of redemption upon the souls which He fore^ 
knew as the crown of His Son's glory in the salvation of 
the lost. Never must we lose sight of this. Nothing is 
so cramping to the mind as, because we are afraid of 
having some wretched system, which we spin out for our- 
selves, interfered with by such mighty truths of holy writ 
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as tJie absolute sovereigntj of God, to throw tbem aside as 
something which we do not dare to gaze iq)on. Nothing 
is so cramping to the soul. No, let us every one trace all 
that is good, all that is blessed, all that is perfect, all that 
is holy in every man, to God's sovereign will — ^^to God's 
eternal love — to God's immutable purpose of being glori- 
fied in the redemption of that lost one. 

This, then, first, is the cause of the steadfastness of 
the saints : and notice next the means by which God works 
this end within them. St Paul tells us most distinctly 
what the means were in his own case. He tells us, when, 
he looks back upon it from the vista of years, what it was 
which first bred within him that which grew up into this 
blessed grace. He says, " When it pleased God .... 
to reveal His Son in me." That was the means with him. 
Over and over again he carries back every one who will 
listen to him, to that day when he was travelling to 
Damascus, intent upon persecuting the disciples of the 
Lord ; when on the way that face of love unutterable 
was bent upon him — that gaze of uncreated light poured 
down upon him — that glance of the Redeemer's pity — 
that ray of the eternal mercy consciously turned in 
upon his soul, and when the sight so transformed him, 
that his whole life was made new. He dwells upon it, 
you remember, in the narrative dictated, doubtless by him- 
self, to St. Luke — he repeats it to the scofl&ng king — he 
cannot refrain from continually referring to it — " I have 
seen the Lord." Yes, the sight of that love was the means 
which wrought in the apostle's mind the change which 
grew into steadfastness. 

And now mark, thirdly, the course by which thia was 
effected. The love which he saw in the face of Christ 
kindled his love in return. It was a marvel to him 
that he — the persecutor, the reviler, the blasphemer 
— could be loved; yet God showed him that he was 
loved, and the union of these two sights wrought this 
change within him — he saw himself utterly defiled, aud 
yet he saw himself, though thus defiled, beloved of Christ. 
He was beginning to understand the mighty mystery that 
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He, the fountain of love, so overflowed with love that He 
could even look upon him in his sin ; for " while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us " — that He could look upon 
him in his alien state -^ that He could show him that love, 
in order to win him out of the sin which now for the 
first time he understood to he polluting his whole heing. 
This kindled within him in return the dawning of love to 
Christ, who had first loved him. For "we love Him," 
says his brother apostle, " because He first loved us." 
And this sight bred within him also the deepest humilia- 
tion. He saw himself to be the chief of sinners. And 
tbia estimate of himself lasted all his life through. For 
evermore when he looked into himself he saw such stains, 
such blots, such infirmities, that he could feel nothing but 
the deepest consciousness of sin. This was the first efiect 
of that sight of love. And then, next, it led him to a 
perpetual watchfulness over his lower nature, lest the 
actings of that lower nature should rise as a cloud between 
himself and that vision of love which had so transfigured 
bis being. My brethren, it was not in the early beginning 
only of his following after Christ that he thus watched. 
See how he writes in the First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
many years after his conversion — in the year 57 of our 
liord, his conversion having taken place in the year 34. 
During that interval you know what his life had been ; 
and yet, what does he say then ? "I keep under my body 
and bring it into subjection, lest that by any means when 
I have preached to others I myself should be a castaway ; '* 
here doubtless was the secret of a life-long watchfulness. 
And then, closely connected with this, is another step in 
the same path of life. This sense of humiliation and 
this ceaseless watchfulness springing from the sight of 
the love of Christ constrained him never to stand still 
in His course ; it made him ever reach on to know more 
of that love, to see more of that countenance which had 
been unveiled before him, to have his own being drawn 
more completely up into the being of his Lord. 

If you would see how this character was stamped upon 
his soul, remember that those words, '* That I may know 
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Him, and the power of His resurrection," were written 
in the year 63 — twenty-nine years after he had seen the 
face of the Lord on his way to Damascus. And what 
years had they been ! How in them had he been driven 
to the name of the Lord, time alter time, as to his only 
fastness against the multitude of his enemies — how in 
the dungeon — how in the shipwreck — how amongst the 
barbarians — how amongst the Jews— ^ how when fightings 
were without — how when there were fears within — how 
in that depression which at times even he must have 
felt ,in such a life of suffering, and labour, and excite- 
ment — how in the collapse of that mighty heart of his, 
when all things darkened around him, when nature was 
weak — how, time after time, he had been driven to fly 
again and again to that Lord who had revealed His coun- 
tenance to him in the way, and to find in Him the fresh 
help and renewed strength he needed ! Surely, you would 
say, this man, through these twenty-nine years, had grown 
to know his Lord thoroughly. And yet, at the end of them, 
what does he say ? " That I may know Him, and the 
power of His resurrection," as ff he had never known 
Him — because that knowledge, instead of satisfying, had 
only increased the desires of his love ; because the deeper 
he had let his line down, the more it had revealed to him 
the unfathomable depths which lay yet imreached below 
it ; because the more he had comprehended of the faithful- 
ness, the tenderness, and the pity of his Lord, the more 
he found that it was beyond his comprehension ; the more 
he experienced of the cleansing and the strength which 
his Lord had given him, the more he knew that he 
was still uncleansed — the more he knew that he still 
needed pity — the more he still craved for strength — the 
more he still longed to be wrapped in the fold of that 
unspeakable love which he saw hovering over him, and 
not yet given to him in its complete development. 

Well, my brethren, mark you, all these points I have 
touched upon are in themselves the several component 
parts of steadfastness. This love to the Lord kept him 
clinging to Him — this humiliation and consciousness of 
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sin kept him in the dust hefore Him — this watchfulness 
over his lower nature defeated tlie temptations which are 
in the world through lust — this infinite thirsting after 
greater draughts of His love kept him reaching forth 
after God, ever faint, yet ever pursuing. These, you see, 
are in themselves the component parts of that which goes 
to make up steadfastness in following the Lord. 

And yet it was not in these — it was not in any mere 
hahits which were forming in him — it was in none of 
these that his safety and steadfastness lay. All these 
might have failed. If his Lord had left him hut for a day 
they might have failed — habits might have broken down — 
the flesh revived — the thirst slaked — the humiliation 
grown formal and unreal — the love to his Lord overclouded 
or abated — if his Lord had left him, aye, but for a single 
hour. No, though these were the component parts which 
go to make up steadfastness, yet steadfastness was not in 
them; but it was in the presence of his Lord with him — 
it was in the return of his Lord to him — it was in the 
perpetual keeping by the Lord of the soul which had been 
entrusted to Him — it was in the impossibility of His 
forgetting the redeemed lost one, whom He brooded over 
as the Father of his regeneration — as the Redeemer of his 
lost estate. And now, if you would see this perfectly, 
mount for a moment with me the heights of Pisgah, which 
this aged man had- been allowed to climb that he might 
look, like the prophet of old, on the inheritance before 
him. Go with me one step further in his life. Come 
to that time when he was "such an one as Paul the 
aged." Those words were written when he had followed 
his Lord for twenty-nine years. He had five years more 
yet of temptation, of trial, and of toil, before he was to be 
at rest. It was in the year 68, as it seems, that he 
suffered martyrdom at Rome ; and he writes from Rome to 
his beloved disciple Timothy, whom he had appointed to 
the office of a bishop, to hand on the grace of this eternal 
life when he was taken away; and opens to him, under 
the teaching of the eternal Spirit, the working of that heart 
of his, when the Spirit of Christ had leavened it thoroughly. 
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Thirty-three years from his conversion — one from his mar- 
trydom — he writes thus to this beloved one : "I know 
whom I have believed (or, as the margin has it, whom "^I 
have trusted) ; and am persuaded that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him against that day." 
(2 Tim. i. 12.) 

Mark you where his strength was. He says not 
merely, I am strong because I have known His love — nor 
merely because I have loved Him again — norbecanse'I 
have learned to be watchful — nor merely because I have 
through His grace known something of Him — but he 
says, " I know in whom J. have believed, and am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that which I imve committed unto 
Him against that day." This is his confidence, that his 
Lord was with him — that his Lord would keep him. Those 
thirty-three years vanished into a point. He saw again 
the face he had seen blessing him — a rescued sinner — out 
of the highest heaven, and he cast himself into that 
mighty, life-giving embrace, and he knew that He was able 
to keep that which he had committed unto Him against that 
day. And so, how does he go on ? — " I am now ready to 
be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I 
have fought the good fight. I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of life, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give unto me." 
There was his confidence. Stand with him, beloved breth- 
ren, on Pisgah's heights. See him contemplate his great 
inheritance. See him look — not to fields of earthly 
verdure, which his feet shall never tread, and which others 
shall possess — but see him look into fields of heavenly 
light, which he himself shall inhabit, wearing the crown of 
life, and evermore clinging to that personal presence of 
the Lord who loved him, which had been his strength, and 
which would be his perfect bliss. Oh, how blessed — oh, 
how peaceful — oh, how safe an end ! My brethren, would 
you have it yours '? Fix your whole soul upon this great 
grace of steadfastness, and ask yourselves what know you 
of it. There is no other way of winning it than that by 
which St. Paul won it. You must see Christ's love to 
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you — you must be drawn by the sight to love Him again. 
You must be led to give the keeping of your souls into His 
faithful hands. This must be the beginning, the middle, 
and the end of your religion. It must be no set of 
•words — it must be no set of doctrines — it must be no 
snarling defence of a particular set of statements — it must 
•be no mere dry accuracy — though it be the most perfect 
accuracy — of a defined creed. It must be the sight of 
Christ's love to you, kindling your love to Christ, and 
enabling you to cast yourself upon the mighty protection 
of that inexhaustible love. And do you say, "How am I 
to gain that sight ? — that is exactly what I cannot realise. 
I can in some degree believe. I can in some degree obey. 
I can in some degree, I hope, love Him, though but little 
and faintly, but I cannot understand that love of Christ to 
me. I cannot see it. I cannot enter into it. How am I 
to see it?" Well, then, my beloved brethren, let me give 
you one or two practical hints which may in some degree, 
through God's blessing, remove this diflBculty, and in re- 
moving it give you, too, the grace of steadfastness. 

First, if you would see the love of Christ — in the 
seeing of which is salvation — beware of all that blinds 
the eye against it ; and there are many things which do so. 
Above all, every vrilful choice of sin does so. It brings 
scales over the eyes. Every wilful choice of sin does so : 
of course, the greatest and most deliberate choice of the 
grossest and most complete sin the most completely films 
over the eye of the soul with clouds, which make it impos- 
sible for the light of heaven to pass into it first. This, but 
not only this. Every deliberate choice of sin — allowing 
your tongue to speak evil of a neighbour when your con- 
science whispers, " Is that a Christian speech ?" and you 
go on for the sake of the laugh it creates and the interest 
it kindles ; even such a choice of sin clouds the eye, and 
the sight of Christ's love fades away so that you cannot see 
it. There is an absolute aversion of nature between the 
wilful sinner and Christ. While a man hugs his sin and 
clings to it he cannot comprehend the love of Christ. 
And therefore, first of all, beware of this. 



96 STANDINO FAST IN CHRIST. 

But much more than this, mj hrethren. If jou would 
see the love of Christ, heware of liviug an unguarded life. 
Oh ! how many fail here. Thej come to church, read 
their Bihles, hear sermons, take a good deal of interest in 
religious matters, and then, as a sort of make-weight, live 
an utterly unguarded life, flinging themselves freely into 
all sorts of dissipation, which Alls them full of all frivolity, 
and weariness, and vanity : and yet they think that when 
they come to church they shall he ahle to see something 
of the love of Christ. But they cannot see it; and 
although they groan sometimes and feel sad at their 
hardness of heart, they go hack on the Monday morning 
to their usual round of dissipation, and forget all ahout 
the love of Christ. Never will they see it till they give 
this up, and live a life of watchfulness, that, if God will, 
the light of heaven may come in to them too. 

But it is not only a round of frivolous dissipation 
which may shut out this light of life. The ceaseless 
occupations of a husy life may also prevent the sight, 
unless it is made subservient to the will of God — unless 
you do all the acts of your daily business because God 
vnUs that you should do them, and bring the more near 
and more obvious end continually under the power of the 
greater, more distant, and more hardly realised end — of 
doing all you do for God's glory, and because it is God's 
will that you should do it. Without this guard any great 
earthly occupation clouds the eye, and so even the most 
blessed things in the world may do it ; family affection ; 
the mother's daily love for her child ; the fathers ceaseless 
anxiety about his son ; the anxieties of the man who is 
trusted with the concerns of others, and who is desirous 
of doing his duty by his client ; the work of the man who 
is in business labouring for the support of his family and 
dependants — all these, which are direct duties to many a 
Christian mao, unless the nearer ends are, by perpetual 
prayer, by self-reflection, by acts of self-denial, by bringing 
the thought of God into the daily life, made subservient 
to the greater end, cloud over the eye, and the sight of 
Christ's love, in its transforming efficacy, fades away from 
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the blunted sense, and the man becomes wholly bound to 
the world. 

Once more ; if you would see clearly the love of 
Christ you must guard earnestly against ihe mixture of 
earthly elements with your religion. Perhaps there is, at 
this time, hardly any greater danger to numbers of those 
who haye some earnestness in religion than that which is 
caused through this particular stumbling-block. Men be- 
come earnest, and as they become earnest they take up 
some particular view, no matter what it may be ; or they 
identify themselves with others who take the same view, 
and then they begin to struggle, and contend, and strive 
for the advancement of that view, and for strengthening 
those who hold that view ; and then, quite unawares, the 
love of party springs up in the heart ; than which nothing 
more blinds the eye to the love of Christ. To such an one 
the visions of His love — which is to keep the soul fresh, 
and transform it wholly — grows small compared with tha 
gigantic proportions wluch the interest of party assumes ; 
and the man who thinks himself becoming more religious 
than others is losing that vision of the Lord's countenance, 
which is the secret of the souFs prosperity, because it is 
the secret of keeping near the Lord. In such men you 
may often see self-exaltation begin to creep in and take 
the place of humility ; you may mark a loud noise, and 
a bright, garish light about their religion, most unlike 
the secret, mild, gentle reflection of the Saviour's love, 
which is the true light of the Christian's character. 

Again, there are many who say their prayers and read 
portions of the Bible (both of which are essential to a life 
of religion), but there they stop. They never take time to 
meditate on God, on Christ, on the love of the Redeemer. 
The vitality which secret, stiU, calm meditation gives they 
never know; and their religion soon becomes cold and 
formal. They realise little of the presence of the Lord, 
because they see little of His love ; for it is the sight of 
His love which is the invigorating, the reviving, the re* 
newing influence, which makes communion with Him 
possible. And therefore I say, further, if you would be 
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Steadfast in the Lord, take time for meditating on the 
love of Christ. Especially you may find such a time at 
the holy communion. If, when you have received, and 
others are communicating, instead of letting your mind 
run, as it is apt to do, random, on a thousand thoughts 
respecting the events of the day, you fix it on a prayer, 
an aspiration, a desire ; if you fix it on the thought of 
Christ's love to you, praying that His heavenly light may 
pour into your heart the hrightness of its transforming 
influence, helieve me, the Lord will help you to see it, 
and the sight of it will kindle again your affections in 
return, and give you a secret hlessedness ; compared with 
which all earthly joys are vain as the summer*s dust when 
the wind sports idly with it. 

Another rule of great moment, if you would he steadfast, 
is this, when you cannot see the love of Christ, when your 
heart is hard, your spirit dry and dark, and you cannot 
meditate, though you strive — go and act upon your belief 
in that love without feeling it, as an act of faith — go and 
give — go and minister to the poor — go and deny yourself, 
commending the act to God as if you did see the love of 
Christ, and did feel all that you want to feel, and then, 
when your action is the outcoming of this cry — " Though 
He slay me, yet will I trust in Him," then will the Lord^ 
by the breath of His own life-giving Spirit, drive thosc^ 
.clouds away, as you may see the clouds of the earthly sky 
swept from off the blue expanse when the rain has fallen 
heavily, and earth and sky seem to be welded together in 
one dark opaque, until the breath of heaven rises at 
God's will, and sweeps the firmament, and all is joy, 
and sunshine, and rejoicing, like the descent of the 
jadiance of heaven, because the Lord hath breathed upon 
it, and the earth rejoices in the light of heaven. Yes, act 
without feeling, and the Lord will give you the feeling as 
a reward of a faithfulness which can endure without sight. 

But once more : if you cannot see Christ's love, pray that 
you may see it. The man who goes on praying will surely 
have revealed to him some sight of that love ; the man 
who wrestles through the nigbdb and says, '' I will not let 
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Thee go except Thou bless me;" the man who will pray, 
though he faints, praying against fainting : the man who 
will still say, " Show me Thy love ; yea, kindle in me, by 
the sight of Thy love, the love I cannot give Thee," — that 
man will be steadfetst unto the end, and the Lord will not 
leave him ; because in the darkness he confesses his Re* 
deemer ; because in the time of drought he puts his trust 
in Him ; and that presence which is round about him 
shall make itself known unto him ; and the Lord, in his 
hour of weakness, will be his strength and reward. 

And, my brethren, believe me, this great grace is 
worth the winning — worth it, to say nothing of the eternal 
recompense even here. For there is no peace like that 
broad river of peace with which the Lord surrounds; 
the soul that sees the love of Christ, and so learns to love 
Him again. Yea, and for him, too, there are Pisgah heights 
and revelations of the coming glory. For him, too, there 
are persuasions in his day of trial, that He to whom he has 
committed it is able to keep his soul against that day. 
There are granted even here, to the saints of God who will 
wait patiently upon their Lord, sights of the heavenly 
world, sounds of the heavenly harps, visions of tliat trans- 
forming countenance, the sight of which makes the per- 
fection and the bliss of heaven. Such I have known 
myself vouchsafed upon the deathbed to men naturally of 
low spirits and a depressed habit, who when their physical 
strength was ebbing — when the natural powers were 
weakening — when the keepers of the house were failirg 
— when Satan was bufiPeting them, and aiming at them 
the last arrows of his power and hate, have been enabled 
with an almost sinking voice to say, " I could never have 
believed that to me, to such an one as me, should be given 
such a vision of the love of Christ. Oh, I am at peace ! " 
My brethren, will you too obtain this blessing? Will 
you live for it ? Will you pray for it ? Or will you be 
contented with that wretched half-conversion which leads 
men to live a low, sensual, worldly, disturbed, inconsistent 
life here, and which lands them at last in the hypocrite's 
hope, and sinks them in the gulf of despair ? You must 
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make your choice. The eyerlasting arms are under you ; 
the everlasting love is yearning over you. Its possession 
may be your portion — its light may be your blessedness. 
Cast in your lot with ** such an one as Paul the aged," 
and with him you may follow Christ joyfully here, and with 
him you may lie down to rest when your hour comes, to 
know Him through eternity in the perfectedness of that 
direct revelation of Himself which shall be vouchsafed of 
God's exceeding love to all His saints. 
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Matt. v. 13. 



** Ye are the salt of the earth : but if the salt have lost 
his savour y wherevdih shall it be salted ? It is thence' 
forth good for nothing^ but to be cast outy and to be 
trodden under foot of menJ^ 

OuB Lord is pleased to compare His disciples to salt, a 
substance known for its purifying and conserving qualities. 
This was one of His very first intimations to them what 
He wished them to be. He wished them to be such in 
all their walk and conversation, in all their words and 
works, as to exercise a good and holy influence on those 
around them ; insomuch that other men, perceiving their 
love and good-will, their sanctified and heavenly affections, 
should take knowledge of them that they are Christ's. 
Have you not fallen in with such men — men who, in all 
they said and did, breathed the very spirit of the Gospel ? 
Keligion had purified and elevated, ennobled and dignified 
the character. You felt a kind of awe in their society ; 
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not a fear of man, but a sense that God was present in 
tbem, even making afraid, as Jacob feared, when he said 
concerning the place where he had seen a vision of God in 
his sleep, " How dreadful is this place ! Surelj the Lord 
is in this place, and I knew it not ! *' 

*' But if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it 
be salted? " We all know that salt is of that nature which, 
if its savour once evaporates and is lost, nothing can 
refresh it again, or restore to it its purifying and con- 
serving qualities. And so with Christians. Though we 
do not say that it is impossible for a Christian man who 
has fallen into sinful habits to arise and amend his 
life — rather this very season is set apart to entreat 
all who have sinned, speedily to repent and amend — 
yet there is a state out of which a Christian man cannot 
be restored. If the salt have once absolutely lost its 
saltness, nothing can make it salt again. Its flavour, its 
goodly savour, is gone for ever. And so St. Paul tells 
us, in Heb. vi., that if a man who has once tasted of 
the heavenly gift, and has been made partaker of the 
Holy Ghost, and has tasted the good word of God and the 
powers of the world to come, does once absolutely fall 
away — does lose his saltness, so to speak — and becomes 
reprobate, it is impossible then to renew him again 
to repentance. And remember, also, that no man loses 
his saltness all of a sudden by a great act of wicked- 
ness ; the devil cannot overthrow the whole work of God 
in the soul by a single stroke : it is by little and little, 
by small deviations from the way of truth and right, 
that men lose their saltness imperceptibly. Have we 
of late kept our spiritual freshness and love of God 
intact? Have we been much with unspiritual men — 
over-busy, over-full, self-indulgent ? Has our worldly tem- 
poral ease £uid outward comfort made an inroad upon our 
Christian perfection ? Or has the loss of these things ? 
Have our afflictions hardened instead of softening us ? 
They say the beginnings of strife are as when one letteth 
out water ; but so it is with all sin : therefore let us 
watch and be sober. 
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It was in connexioD with such thoughts as these that 
our hlessed Lord used this comparison of salt the second 
time (Mark, ix. 60). After tiie Transfiguration, the 
disciples had shown symptoms of a carnal mind creeping 
over them. They could not cast out a dumb spirit ; and 
when they asked our Lord why they could not do this 
work, were reminded by His answer of something lacking 
on their part. " This kind/' He said, ** goeth not out 
but by prayer and fasting." And again He found them 
disputing by the way who should be greatest ; and when 
He had called them together, administered that stem 
reproof, " If any man desire to be first, the same shall 
be last of all, and servant of all." And again He ob- 
served in them a jealousy of some one who cast out a 
devil in Jesus' name, though he followed not with them. 
It was upon this occasion that He bade them cut ofiP hand 
or foot, or pluck out an eye that offended; and ended 
His exhortation with the parable of the salt. If, my 
brethren, any of us shall find in ourselves evidences of 
like weakness, let us use this present season to refresh 
and renew our spiritual state. We cannot, indeed, go 
out of the world ; we cannot forego our work and our 
business that God has given us to do in the world. 
Neither does God, who has given us all things richly to 
enjoy, design that we should turn away our eyes i&om all 
that is fair, or from all that is pleasant in it. But inas- 
much as there is a danger of our being brought under the ' 
power of outward things, through the evil tendency of our 
nature, it is our wisdom at certain times to take know- 
ledge of ourselves, whether we are under the power of 
these or no. *^ All things are lawful unto me," said St. 
Paul, ** but all things are not expedient : all things are 
lawful for me" — I may eat freely of all things — "but 
I will not be brought under the power of any. Meats for 
the belly, and the belly for meats : but God shall destroy 
both it and them." Therefore let us not live for the 
belly; let us not be under the power of our appetite — 
not able to deny it anything. The same rule applies 
to eveiy earthly desire, or inclination, or affection whatso- 
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«yer. They are all lawful in their proper measures, 
degrees, and limitations ; but it is expedient for us to 
see that we are not brought in bondage to them, hy 
trying to do without {hem now and then ; lest we become 
unspiritual through earthly-mindedness, and lose our salt- 
ness. 

And yet a third time our Lord used this parable of 
the salt. It was in Jerusalem, when great multitudes 
followed Him. He turned to them and said, **If any 
man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and 
wife, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also* 
he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear 
his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple/ 
And then, in the next few verses. He cautions them to 
count the cost of this hardship before they follow Him, 
lest, following Him and falling away, they be utterly 
derided ; adding, in confirmation of His doctrine, " Salt is 
good ; but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall 
it be seasoned ? It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for 
the dunghill; but men cast it out." We see here that 
our Lord speaks of most lawful affections, and of our very 
life itself, as of things to be done without, or even hated, 
if His service required it ; and that His service would 
require it in some way of all His faithful disciples He ex- 
pressly says. Therefore let us all, and especially lep us who 
are ministers of the Gospel, weigh it well with ourselves, 
whether we could part with the things we most love, Christ 
requiring it* And at the end of this Lent, if we spend it 
thus, we may have cause to thank God for enabling us, by a 
simple rule and holy watchfulness, to cast out some root of 
bitterness that is now sorely troubling us ; to ainend our 
lives and conversation, and live nearer unto Him ! 



CHKISTIAN ILLUMINATION. 



DELIVEEED BY THE REV. T. T. CARTER, M.A. 

BEGTOB OF CLEWEB. 



It has been according to a divine pattern, that during these 
few days of greater retirement from the world and worldly 
avocations, the celebration of the Holy Communion has 
been associated with the frequent sermons. For so, in the 
Holy Scriptures, we find that on occasions when God drew 
His people to special nearness to Himself, apart from their 
ordinary life, He combined the means of spiritual illumi- 
nation with the means of heavenly nourishment, to work 
together for the one end of the soul's advancement in the* 
divine life. Thus, when God led His first chosen people 
into the wilderness, He at the same time both taught them 
the statutes of His law, and fed them with manna, angels* 
food, the type of the true bread from heaven. Thus, in 
the days of our Lord's presence in the flesh, when He had 
drawn the great multitude after Him far from their homes, 
and for three days they followed Him, listening to His 
words, He fed them with the miraculous loaves. And, 
again, the time of deliveriug the longest discourses re- 
corded in the holy Gospels was the very occasion on which 
He instituted the blessed Sacrament. (John, xiii.-xvii.) 
The thought that will come, no doubt alike to every 
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eamest-bearted person who has joined in, these services, on 
this the last day of our gathering, is this, — what will he 
the result of all this teaching and all these communions ? 
Will they add to our condemnation, or will they leave be- 
hind them a blessing to be found after many days ? The 
responsibilities of those who have partaken of these mini- 
strations win have been increased* On the practical 
result, when the immediate excitement shall have died 
away, will depend the witness that they will continue to 
bear before God, whether for good or ill ; for as the very 
Gospel itself will be to some *' a savour of death unto 
death," while it is to others " a savour of life unto life," 
even so this eventful week will close with hurt or profit to 
the soul, according to its effects. 

If we consider those instances of God's dealings with 
His people which have been referred to, it will be seen 
how in each case a growth and advancement of the spiritual 
life was looked to as the proper fruit of those seasons of 
special communion with God ; they were ordistined simply 
with a view to such a result The teaching and miraculous 
appointments of the wilderness were the training of the 
Israelites for the faithful observance of '* the statutes, the 
judgments, and ordinances " of the law, when they entered 
the Holy Land. So, again, the miraculous multiplying of 
the loaves, and the prolonged discourses during the three 
days of the retirement of the multitude who followed Jesus, 
were intended to lead them to ** labour thenceforward not 
for the meat that perisheth, but for that meat which en- 
dureth unto everlasting life.'* In like manner the last 
discourse in the upper chamber, and the first reception of 
the Holy Eucharist, were secretly preparing the apostles to 
enter into the awful mysteries of the Passion, and to live 
the life of the resurrection. 

It will not then be unsuitable to this present occasion 
to dwell for a while on some of the main principles of the 
spiritual life, which such a succession of religious services, 
especially such frequent communions, are calculated to 
cherish, and the increase of which we should earnestly 
pray God may> in some measure at least, be experienced 
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bj all who have day after day partaken of these abundant 
ministrations. 

I. One sueh principle is a spirit of recollection — I 
mean an abiding and pervading sense — of the presence 
of God. This should be to His people the natural fruit 
of frequent oommunions. For in Holy Communion is the 
very presence of God Himself coming close to us, and 
entering within us to possess us, as the atmosphere which 
we breathe ; and the consciousness of this great grace ousht 
to increase with increased communions. This prevailing 
recollectedness is a secret influence of deepest moment 
in the spiritual life. Not only is it the nourishment and 
safeguard of all the greater virtues, restraining evil or 
worldly thoughts, and quickening all the higher impulses 
of the soul ; but it also imparts its true dignity and refine- 
ment to the whole character. It is evident how much a 
nan is influenced by the society he keeps, by the tone of 
*x)nver8ation around him, by the habits of thought and 
manner of his daily companions. He rises or falls, though 
it may be insensibly, according as such influence is for 
good or for evil. We are, from our very nature, thus 
dependent on the continual action of surrounding circum- 
stances. We feel in ourselves a marked difference when 
in the presence of superior persons, whom we I'everence 
or fear. Or, again, as we realise the greatness of humanity 
in comparison with the brutes, and rise in the conscious- 
ness of the powers of reason and of thought, with which we 
are endowed, a sense of dignity is imparted to us, which 
gives even to the natural man a higher view of life, and 
of the end of his being! Now these instincts and feel- 
ings are but shadows of that momentous influence which 
a recollected sense of the presence of God exercises over 
the inner life. It is said of Moses, that he " endured, as 
seeing Him that is invisible." It was the special distin- 
guishing grace ef the saints even of the Old Testament, 
3iat they " walked with God." This same spirit now enters 
and pervades the soul in a deeper and more intimate sense 
than could have been of old time, as the soul embraces 



108 CHEISTIAN ILLUMINATION. 

more and more the fulness of His grace. And this grace 
in the blessed Sacrament of Christ's love is voachsafed to 
us, for through it we indeed " dwell in Him and He in 
us : we are one with Him, and He with us.** The whole 
life of a man who bears about him a recollection of this 
presence is pervaded by a new consciousness : his separate 
actions are done under a higher influence; his habitual 
thoughts acquire a new and heavenly tone. 

II. Again, we should here learn to have a i^ore con* 
centrated mind. Our special danger in the world, even if 
we escape its deeper pollutions, arises from the distractions 
of its various claims. The exigencies of our calling, the 
hourly pressure of its manifold details, society, the busy, 
ever-changing movements of events passing around us, 
our many necessities, the duties of home, oiur recreations, 
the wishes and requirements of those with whom we have 
to do, — these and other like calls, which form the texture 
and wear of daily existence, are continually drawing us to 
live on, without aim, without rule, wasting or frittering away 
our powers, and leaving to many, even of those whom we 
may call religious, a fearful anticipation of the account of 
lost seasons and opportunities, which they must one day 
render up to God. Now one result that surely ought to 
follow from a time of greater retirement and closer com- 
munion with God, is the counteraction of this most serious 
and yet most common danger, by bringing home to the 
6oul a deeper consciousness of the one great end to which 
all other ends should be subjected. For human life must 
needs have many ends. To provide for one's livelihood, 
to form for one's self a home, to care for those whom God 
has made dependent on one's self, to develop one's energies 
of mind or body in definite works suited to one's powers—- 
are all distinct and necessary ends; but just as there is a 
unity in all the works of God, their several parts working 
together towards the accomplishment of a definite purpose, 
on preserving which, the harmony of each several being, 
depends: even so man, though having many different ends, 
yet has one predominant end beyond all others, and fulfils. 
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his tme destmj onlj in propoitkm as he brings bis lifo 
into « nnitj by making aU lesser ends subordinate to that 
one main end for which he ms created and redeemed* 

It is this momentous tmth which is taught bj our 
Lord in the parable of the merchantman ** seelung gooiHy 
pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great prioe» 
went and sold all that he had, and bought it" (Matt, xiii, 
45); and again, in the parable of the man who "found 
a treasure hid in a field, the which, when a man hath 
found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all 
that he hath, and bujeth that field." (Matt* xiii. 44.) Both 
parables describe the eventful crisis of the soul, when, 
having sought its happiness in the fulfilment of its own 
many desires, at length it perceives, by the light of God*8 
grace, the true end for which it was made, and in the 
fulfilment of which alone it can either attain perfection or 
taste true happiness. Mau is redeemed that he may live 
to the glory of God, and he accomplishes this ffreat end 
in his own person and his own calling, only as be brings 
** every thought into obedience to Christ," only as he 
makes every act conduce to the fulfilment of some purpose 
of the eternal will of God, *' by faith in Christ Jesus." As 
a man takes in this great idea, he does not on that account 
neglect any measure of duty or love which he owes to 
others; he has not, therefore, less interest in whatever 
truly concerns humanity ; he is as kind, as warm in his 
attachments, as ready to join in all innocent mirth, as 
attentive to all details of business, as before ; rather, he 
will be truer and more perfect in these minor outgoings 
of his life. But the change which has come over him is 
manifested in the concentration of all his powers and acts 
to the one end which alone can satisfy his soul's renewed 
longings, which alone is adequate to the conception which, 
through the grace of God, he has now formed of his true 
destiny, of " his high calling of God in Christ Jesus," 

IIL Once more: we ought by those frequent com' 
manions to grow in the apprehension of a yet higher 
truth, — the mysterious union of our nature with the 
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Divine nature. I have already .observed, that it is the 
special blessing of the Holy Communion that through its 
faithful reception, ** We dwell in Christ and Christ in us ; 
we are one with Christ and Christ with us." We are 
thus united with His sacred humanity, our soul hecomes 
one with His Soul, our body with His Body ; so that the 
apostle could even say, we are *' flesh of His flesh, and 
bone of His bone." And through this wondrous union 
with His sacred humanity, which is indissolubly united 
with His Godhead, we are one in a deep but real mystery 
with His very Godhead ; even as our Lord himself prayed 
for us, '* that they all may be one ; as thou. Father, art in 
me, and I in thee : that they also may be one in us." " I 
in them, and thou in me, that they may be made p^ect 
in one." (John, xvii. 21, 23.) So marvellously intimate is 
the union of our nature with the Divine nature in the 
elect, that we are unable to distinguish between what is of 
God and what is of man in the actings of their life. Con- 
sider, for example, what St. Paul says of the prayers of tJie 
faithful : *' Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities ; 
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought, but 
the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
that cannot be uttered." (Rom. viii. 26.) Or turn to 
anotiier similar passage of the same apostle : *' It is God 
that worketh in you, to will and to do of His good plea- 
sure." (Philip, ii. 13.) In every earnest prayer, in every 
true action, in every true effort of the will, there is the 
same intermingling of the human and the Divine: we 
cannot say where in the power of the act, or in the 
energy of the will, is the meeting-point between the 
human and the Divine. Or again, to see how pervading 
is the Heavenly presence throughout even our materi^ 
forms, consider what the same apostle says of the condi- 
tion of the very bodies of the elect : " Know ye not that 
your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own ? " 
And it is again repeated : '* Know ye not that your bodies 
are the members of Christ?" (I Cor.vi. 16-1 9.) Our very 
material organs, therefore, are become the instruments of 
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the indwelling Presence ; we cannot disentangle the mys« 
terious web in which the threads of the created and un- 
created natures are in us woven together. In the natural 
man the soul and the body are marvellously one ; in the 
spiritual, or renewed man, the Divine indwelling Presence 
has formed another mode of mysterious oneness, combining 
Itself with the soul and body which it sanctifies. how 
unspeakably marvellous a thought ! In the insect kingdom 
we know and admire to see, how ij^ithin the body of the 
worm that crawls on the earth, the form of another creature 
of a higher grade grows by the absorption of the substance 
of the inferior nature ; its limbs and organs assuming by 
degrees more and more the shape and powers to be deve- 
loped and expanded in their beauty, as it wings its way in 
the warm, bright summer air. It is a type, a symbol of 
the blessed mystery realised within the souls and bodies 
of the elect, as the higher, the Divine form of glory in 
which they will stand before God, in their final consum- 
mation of bliss, is growing within them even now on earth 
in their humiliation, absorbing into itself and quickening 
anew the fallen nature into its own likeness. 

Let it, then, be our continued prayer and endeavour, 
for ourselves and for those who have been associated with 
us in these services of the Church on earth, that we and 
they, evermore growing and abounding in these principles 
of the Divine life, may be formed after the fashion of our 
Lord's sacred humanity, and be made one with Him, as 
He is one with the Father, in the glory that is to be 
revealed when He cometh to gather home His electa to 
•Whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, be all honour 
and glory evermore. Amen. 



THE EFFECTS OF UNBELIEF. 



DELIVERED BY THE BEV. J. R. WOODFORD M.A. 

TICAB OF SEHPSFOBD, OL0UCESTEB8HIBE. 



Mabe, vi. 5. 



^^And He could there do no mighty workj save that He 
laid His hands upon a few sick folk, and healed 
ihemJ* 

It is a fundamental law, both of the natural and spiritual 
world, that God and man should work together in the 
production of that which man requires. This is the truth 
embodied in those words of the Psalmist, " Except the 
Lord build the house, their labour is but lost that build 
it ; except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh 
but in vain/' It is here indicated, not only that without 
God's blessing man's care is fruitless, but that the state 
will be surely established which God and man combine 
to erect; that the household will rest in peace when 
human vigilance is allied with the watchfulness of the 
Keeper of Israel, who neither slumbers nor sleeps. So in 
the spiritual world, the history .of Christ at Nazareth 
brings out the same truth in a very remarkable manner. 
We read how the Redeemer came into His own country; 
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how He began to teach in the synagogue ; how the people 
were offended at Him ; how they manifested so little faith 
that His own arm was shortened, and He could do there 
no mighty work. It is, if we reflect, a very wonderful 
picture which is here presented to us — Christ Jesus de- 
sirous to relieve human sufferings, but prevented by 
human unbelief. Nazareth was the town in which we 
should have expected a more than usual display of His 
miraculous power. Yet, in that place in which from His 
own sympathies (for we may not forget that He was perfect 
man, so that, as He wept over Jerusalem, He would have 
felt for Nazareth all that men are accustomed to feel for 
the land of their birth or the home of their childhood); 
in that place where we should have looked for the most 
marvellous miracles, we find none. The faithlessness of 
the people was an effectual bar even to the love and power 
of the Lord Christ. He could there do no mighty work. 

Now, what occurred in reference to our Saviour's heal- 
ing work at Nazareth, holds good especially of His work 
in sacraments. A Sacrament is not a charm, which will 
purify and strengthen us in spite of oxurselves ; its whole- 
some effect is dependent upon the co-operation of man and 
God. The sacramental elements are the mystic chariot 
upon which the Lord rides into the depths of man's soul, 
but man may shut the door against Him. It may surely 
be said to every communicant, '* Behold, thy King cometh ; " 
but every communicant is bound to strew his garments 
in the way, to humble his whole being, that His Lord 
may enter in and dwell with him. 

Now the particular point upon which I would speak 
for a few minutes this morning is, as to the object with 
which we should come to the Lord's Supper. It is felt to 
be the duty of every Christian to communicate; we urge 
it upon the young when they are eon^rmed ; we press it 
with more anxiety upon the old as they draw manifestly 
nearer to their end; but many people have, notwith- 
etanding, very vague ideas of the benefits of oommam- 
cating. Let us try to clear up our ideas upon the subject; 
to answer the short qnestigm, ^' Why we oom« to the Lord's 

I 
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table?** It is to obtain something from God; to do 
something for God. 

I. We seek at the Lord*s Supper a gift from God. 

i. The first gift vouchsafed by God in the Holy Com- 
munion is the " Kemission of Sins." This is taught us by 
St. Paul in the following words : — " The cup of blessing 
which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of 
Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the com- 
munion of the body of Christ?" (1 Cor. x. 16.) Now the 
communicating to a believer the blood of Christ must 
mean the communicating to him the effects of that blood. 
And what is the chief effect of Christ's blood ? Is it not 
the pardon of the repentant? This truth is even more 
directly brought out in our Lord's own words of insti- 
tution : — ** He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it 
to them, saying, * Drink ye all of it ; for this is my blood 
of the new testament, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins.' " (Matt. xxvi. 27, 28.) Here, you 
see, the idea of ** remission of sin " is connected with the 
drinking of the sacramental cup. 

It is worth noticing here that the admission of a peni- 
tent to the Lord's Supper was in the earliest days, when 
church discipline was exercised, the form by which he was 
absolved. " They that have with the greatest diligence 
searched into antiquity, can discover no other rite or so- 
lemnity used upon the occasion of reconciling public pe- 
nitents, but barely the admitting them to communion. 
By this they were entirely acquitted and absolved from 
the censure under which tneir crimes had laid them. By 
this their sins were remitted to them, and they became 
once more ** fellow-citizens with the saints."* And so, in 
our own Liturgy, we are taught to pray that we may so 
eat (for the preparation of man's heart must co-operate 
with the operation of God) the flesh of Christ and drink 
His blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by 
His body, and our souls washed through His most pre- 

* Johnson and Bingham, quoted by Waterland. 
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cious blood. We pray, i. e, that we may so communicate 
as to obtain pardon of our past sins. 

And here is one motive for coming to the Lord's 
Supper — we come to receive forgiveness. There is a 
gracious doctrine in Holy Scripture, the doctrine of present 
pardon. St. Paul does not say ye shall be justified, but ye 
are justified. Christ ddes not promise, " Thy sins shall be 
forgiven," but "Thy sins are forgiven." God does not 
will that the penitent should toil on for long years under 
the intolerable burden of past sins ; He does not bid him 
look to the day of judgment or the day of death as the 
earliest day upon which he can be forgiven. On the other 
hand, He is ready to give immediately His absohition ; and 
not only so, but He has provided an outward visible sign, to 
assure the penitent thereof — because He knows that man 
is so constituted as to demand for his full consolation, not 
only the gift but an outward pledge of the gift; he requires 
not only to be pardoned but to be certified of pardon. We 
ask you then, who feel your sins, to come to the altar of 
God, to draw near to this blessed sacrament for the pur- 
pose of being loosed firom your burden. The announce^ 
ment of the celebration of the Lord's Supper should be the 
signal for a man to examine how he stands with God, to 
reckon up his faults and backslidings since his last com- 
munion, so that he may bring them with him into the 
sanctuary, there to confess them before God and carry 
away His forgiveness. " If," says Bishop Jeremy Taylor, 
*' our souls do the work of the soul, as the body does the 
work of the body, the soul receives the remission of sins, 
as the body receives the sacramental symbols." 

ii. But forgiveness is not the whole of God's gift in 
the Lord's Supper. We require not only pardon for the 
past, but assistance for the future. And this also we may 
obtain by a worthy communicating. The Holy Eucharist 
is a means of conveying the Holy Ghost. St. Paul seems 
to imply this where he says, " We have been all made to 
drink into one Spirit." As before we said that the idea of 
remission is tied with the idea of drinking Christ's blood, 
by the words of institution, so here the gift of tl^e Spirit iS' 



110 THE EFFECTS OF UNBELIEF. 

also associated with the sacramental drinkiug. And our 
own formularies express this truth likewise. Thus, in the 
Catechism we are told that the henefits of communion are 
tbe strengthening and refreshing of our souls. And how 
can the soul he strengthened save hy the gift of the Holy 
Ghost ? And in what is ealled the Prayer of Access we are 
led to pray, " that we may evermote dwell in Christ, and 
Christ in us/* The Prayer for Pardon passes into a prayer 
for the grace of perseverance, and hoth are supposed to he 
ohtainahle hy a devout partaking of the hlessed saorament 
Nor may we omit to mention that in primitire times each 
of the sacramental elements was helieved to convey its 
proper gift, — the bread conveying spiritual strength, the 
cup conveying spiritual joy — the visible element being a 
type of the peculiar invisible gift, according to those words 
of David, " wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and 
bread to strengthen man's heart." And this may be the 
reason why the Catechism speaks of " strengthening and 
refreshment," as being both results of a worthy communi- 
cating, the former having reference to the eucharistic 
bread, the latter to the eucharistic cup. We thus see that 
it was not without a profound design that our blessed Lord 
instituted His Supper in two kinds. The receiving of the 
cup is not only a re-affirmation of the blessing oonveyed 
by the bread, but a further and especial blessing, — so little 
in accordance with the teaching of the ancient church is 
the withholding of the cup, as practised by some in modem 
times, so absolute a loss would it seem they must ex- 
perience who are debarred from it. And here then is 
another reason for approaching the Lord's table. Do 
you anticipate some great trial, some affliction, some severe 
temptation? Here are strength and refreshment, pre- 
paration for the coming struggle, as well as the removtd of 
contracted defilements. Look backward and forward as je 
kneel at God's altar, to the sins that ye have sinned, to 
the tjfials that impend ovei^ you, and expect pardon for the 
one and grace for the other. Therefoife is ^ Holy Com* 
nlunion the best privilege of the dying; because it not 
Qsdy oonveys assurance of forgiveness for past iniqnitieB, bnt 
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of Strength for future fightings. What is the meaning of 
that prayer uttered by every grave-side, " Suffer us not at 
our last hour for, i.e. on account of, any pains of death, to 
fall from Thee?" Does it speak of an unknown trial of our 
faith in the last mortal agony ? Ah, then is it the voice of 
the Eternal Wisdom to those within the shadow of death, 
as much as to those rejoicing in the light of the living. 
** Come, eat of my bread, and drink of my ydne which I 
have mingled." 

II. But now as to man's part in regard to the blessed 
sacrament. The very word " sacrament" speaks to us of 
this. Properly it means an oath, more especially the 
military oath by which soldiers swore obedience to a 
general. A heathen writer (Pliny) telU us, in a letter 
descriptive of the Christians of his day, that they were 
accustomed to meet together to sing hymns to Christ, as 
to God, and to bind themselves by a "sacrament" not to 
commit any gross crime. And something of the same 
kind should every Lord's Supper be to us. We there 
pledge ourselves to the Great Captain of our Salvation. 
Every fresh communion is a fresh devoting of ourselves 
to His service. As Israel appeared three times every 
year before the Lord — the whole nation, through its males, 
offering itself anew to Him — so ought we look to every 
communion as the time for re-dedicating our souls and 
bodies — all that we are and all that we have — to be His 
for ever. The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is thus 
closely connected with the Sacrament of Baptism. In 
Baptism tbe child is dedicated to God. Think of those 
solemn words : " We receive this child into the congrega- 
tion of Christ's flock, and do sign him with the sign of tiie 
cross, in token that hereafter he. shall not be ashamed 
of the faith of Christ crucified, but manfully fight under 
His banner, and continue Christ's faithful soldier unto his 
life's end." This is our baptismal vow, and every time we 
communicate we repeat that vow. The last communion 
of the man of fourscore years is but the distant echo of 
that infant pledge. The first vow and the last are thus 
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brougbt close together ; the oath sworn at the opening of 
existence is repeated at life's evening hour. 

We hid you then, Christian men and women, to the 
Lord's Table, both as receivers and as givers. Come, to 
obtain at the Lord's hands pardon for the past, grace for 
the future ; come, likewise, to give yourselves unto God. 
Bemember what we began by urging, that God and man 
must co-operate together. That which you render unto 
the Lord is connected with what you receive from the 
Lord ; you cannot sunder the two. You may not appear 
before the Lord empty : the silver and the gold which ye 
offer should be but the earnest of a better oblation — the 
oblation of your whole being as a reasonable sacrifice. 
Come, gathering up in thought the fragments of your life 
yet left to you, and dedicate it to Him who spares it unto 
you ! Place yourselves in His way, humbly, lovingly, 
penitently, and nothing will bar the outgoings of His 
grace. Open your hearts wide, and He will fill them. 
Only take heed, that while ye wait to hear the sovereign 
accents, " I will, be thou clean," ye bind yourselves by 
your sacramental act to the resolution, *'As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord." 
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